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Introduction 


'[*: return of Jesus to this world is be- 
coming more and more a living question 
throughout the various branches of the 
Christian Church. The Word of God is being 
searched and studied with more of an open mind 
than ever before; ostensibly for the purpose of find- 
ing some special light for these dark days of a world- 
wide revolution. 

Is it any marvel that it should be so? For what 
was the Word of Prophecy given but for the 
Church’s prevision and illumination? Shall we close 
our eyes and stop our ears to the sights and sounds 
that are being registered throughout the world, and 
refuse to accept the things that are being written 
because of interpreted delay? ‘‘My Lord delayeth 
his coming’’ is an early and old excuse of an ease- 
seeking and pleasure-loving age. 

May it not be that the Holy Spirit, through the 
Word, in connection with the signs of the times, is 
striving to awaken the sleeping virgins for the near- 
ing event of the coming of the heavenly bridegroom ? 
There are times when a sleeping attitude is most 
inviting and refreshing; but there are times when 
this attitude is most dangerous. An awakened 
Church for the coming Jesus is the midnight ery that 
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all ought to welcome and be ready for. For what 
are signs given but for our teaching and our warn- 
ing? For this purpose they must be studied and 
heeded by all. Not to do this is perilous in the ex- 
treme. This very indifference to such a glorious 
event is itself one of the signs of the times. 

Why should the Church of Jesus, the very body 
in which He spiritually dwells, be indifferent, not to 
say opposed, to His literal return? Was there ever 
a more glorious and happy event in the world’s his- 
tory than Christ’s first coming? Should not His 
second coming be still more glorious? But, note 
how He was treated at His first coming. Why was 
His first visit to this world so offensive to the Church 
of the Old Dispensation? Why was He scorned, re- 
jected, put to death? It is briefly told—‘‘He came 
unto his own, and his own received him not.’’ Must 
this be so at His second coming? If so, why? 
There may be churches that would be confused, em- 
barrassed, and its members wish to be away when 
‘He comes the second time. What churches need fear 
the old temple-scourge that is making the Father’s 
house a house of prayer and not one of merchandise, 
or a den of thieves? 

Now, having read a number of books, written by 
distinguished thinkers, scholars, preachers and 
highly aecredited writers and authors of various de- 
nominations, on the subject of the Second Coming, I 
am glad to recommend to the reading public the 
latest one that I have read; written by Rev. Clinton 
C. Bell, pastor of Alberta Church, Portland, Oregon, 
United Brethren in Christ denomination. 
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It contains ‘‘Ten Lessons on Christ’s Second 
Coming,’’ put in sermonie form, and was delivered 
to his church on ten consecutive Sabbaths. Such was 
the interest awakened that he was requested to have 
them published in book form for wider utility. 
These sermons are rich in thought, free from fads 
and fancies on this great question, and are well worth 
a wide reading, and should find welcome and con- 
siderate thought among the ministers and laymen of 
any church. The subject discussed is a living and 
growing one these days, and covers in a Scriptural 
way the two great fields of thought and discussion, 
viz.: The literal and the spiritual coming of our Lord. 
The author holds to both views, and has made a large 
use of the Scripture in the verification of the visible 
and bodily return of Jesus. 

I think it is worth while to come to this subject 
with an open mind and a candid heart. There is 
much said about it in the Book of all books. Let 
us read it more and pray for illumination. Do we 
not love the One that the angels said would come 
again? Would we not all love to see Him in His 
heavenly glory? The author has well safeguarded 
this question, and no one need have any fear of be- 
ing led astray by the reading of this book. 

N. Caste, 


Bishop of the United Brethren Church. 
Philomath, Ore. 
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Preface 


congregation, on the second coming of Christ, 

we had no thought beyond being a ‘‘faithful 
and wise servant whom the Lord had made ruler over 
his household, to give them meat in due season,’’ and 
thus feed the hungry at home rather than permit 
them to go elsewhere for food so often mixed with 
deadly poison as in case of Russellism, Eddyism and 
other freak ideas that are using this ‘‘glorious ap- 
pearing’’ in a sensational way to catch the unwary. 

We have been impressed that the pastor who does 
not do his best to protect his church from the 
“‘roaring lions’’ that go about to ‘‘devour’’ is a 
““servant’’ that has no right to expect his Lord’s 
‘“blessing . . . when He cometh.”’ 

The doctrine, as herein presented, is not new to 
my thinking and faith, yet during my thirty-six 
years’ ministry, I have never realized the importance, 
especially as an incentive, that my recent study has 
awakened. 

The lessons do not pretend to cover the entire sub- 
ject. I trust, however, they will be sufficient to 
awaken in the hearts of some a desire for a larger 
study which may be found in the Word, and in the 
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writings of those we have mentioned at various 
times, and to whom we are indebted for subject 
matter and quickened thought. 
Your fellow-servant, 
Cuinton C. BELL. 
Portland, Ore. 


The author of this little volume was not permitted 
to revise the final proofs of his book, a eall to higher 
service being his just as the advanced printed pages 
reached his earthly home. Seeing heretofore, in com- 
mon with all who tarry here, ‘‘as through a glass 
darkly,’’ on November 1st he responded to the sum- 
mons and is now privileged to see ‘‘face to face’’ and 
to ‘‘know even as we are known.”’ 
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LESSON I 
INTRODUCTORY THOUGHTS 


HE sower is naturally concerned as to the 
| condition of the ground upon which he is 
about to cast precious seed. He wishes 
to reduce the thorn patches and stony grounds to 
the minimum in order to have the best possible har- 
vest. This will account for our taking a little time 
to prepare our hearts for the Word, and in this 
effort we must work together in prayer and purpose 
of mind. Except repentance and justification by 
faith, I know of no doctrine in the Bible that Satan 
has sought more to distort and set aside than the 
teachings of the imminent coming of our Lord. 
Over the ground of this ‘‘Precious Hope’’ the 
Church and the world has surged to and fro for 
nearly 2,000 years, and every time the Church 
has been driven from the Hope of His coming, it 
has been reduced to spiritual paralysis and shameful 
defeat. Many have never given this subject very 
serious thought and will not do so unless they can 
be impressed that it will be worth their while. Like 
multitudes of others, they have associated the sub- 
ject with the Adventists, Millerites, Russellites or 
some other sect given to extravagant theories. Gold 
is to be rescued from the slag and truth from error, 
13 
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and in the task we entreat you to be on your guard 
against disbelief, preconceived notions, indifference, 
and prejudice; and from being influenced from the 
real truth because you have seen it associated with 
what you knew to be boldly unscriptural, and mere 
inventions of men. 

The date-setting mania that has gripped some 
teachers must not deter you from a purpose to study 
His coming. Conflicting ideas among even good 
people must not be allowed to tempt you to dismiss 
the entire subject as one hopeless of understanding. 
It is true we can now but know in part, as com- 
pared with that day when the fogs of sin shall be 
lifted from our moral and intellectual horizon, and 
when we shall know even as we are known. 

Do not make the fatal mistake of being discour- 
aged in the study because you are not able to har- 
monize all the Scriptures. I admit there may seem 
to be, in some different texts, a lack of harmony or 
an apparent discordant note here and there. But 
trust the God of the Bible that He has given to us 
an instrument of perfect harmony rather than to set 
ourselves up as critics or doubters. Remember that 
the perfect harp gives its full and perfect harmony 
only to perfectly trained fingers and ears. If dis- 
cord is heard it is by the faulty human touch, or the 
listener, or both, and not in the instrument itself. 

Be assured the divine harp—the Bible—with its 
sixty-six strings, is in perfect tune, and the discords 
we hear, or think we hear, in the multitude of 
human interpretations are to be charged entirely to 
human limitations. Who has been able to exhaust 
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the range of harmonies in the piano? ‘Who has ex- 
hausted in his education the possible combinations of 
the alphabet? Who has reached the limit of the ten 
figures in mathematics—or who has come to the end 
of the combination of the seven principal colours; 
and yet do men cease to play the piano, read history, 
solve problems and paint pictures? And shall we 
cease to study God’s Word with love, charity, faith 
and supreme delight, even though we may be at the 
very beginning of its possible divine harmonies? 

I entreat you in the name of our Lord and for 
the sake of your own soul’s uplift to give a prayer- 
ful study of the Word as to Christ’s second coming. 

Moses thought it worth his energy, when a hun- 
dred and twenty years old, to climb the heights of 
Nebo in order to catch a view of the Promised Land 
before he should die. He may have looked across 
the Jordan many times before, yet one more look 
he desired. The promises of God that do not com- 
mand our best efforts to see clearly are not ap- 
preciated as they should be, and as a result, we are 
in grave danger of letting them slip from us, and 
of never coming to our inheritance in Christ. 

The prophecies and promises in God’s Word may 
not, in all instances, be entirely clear as to the 
nature, time and detail of fulfillment. This, how- 
ever, gives no excuse for our neglect of devout study 
of the Word, for His promise to those who search 
is: 
John 14:26: ‘‘But the Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, 
he shall teach you all things and bring all things 
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to your remembrance whatsoever I have said unto 
you.”’ 

John 16:13: ‘‘Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for 
he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he 
shall hear, that shall he speak; and he will show you 
things to come.”’ 

Of no one studying the Word of God in the spirit 
of Christ and by the aid of the Holy Ghost may it 
be said in the language of Beecher: ‘‘When angels 
would have amusement, they read commentaries.’’ 
If such were true of angels as to ‘‘commentaries,”’ 
the same might be said of all search after truth. 

Columbus, Franklin, Marconi, Edison, Bell, Hol- 
land, Wright and thousands of other discoverers and 
inventors in their beginnings might have amused 
angels—we know they did men—but who does not 
now believe that God was pleased with the search- 
ings of these men, and that it was He who gave them 
reward? 

The devil would like to laugh the Church out of 
the searching of the Scriptures that he knows would 
reveal to the children of God the returning of their 
absent Lord. 

A man said to me, ‘‘If this Bible is God’s message 
to man, why did He not put it in such simple form 
that the simplest might understand without a pos- 
sible mistake??? This might seem very logical but 
we might as logically say, ‘‘If God is the God of 
nature, of all physics, and that if He intended that 
these laws should be a blessing to humanity, then 
why did He not make them so simple, so apparent 
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and open, that men might have known of their 
value and have been in full use of them for the last 
6,000 years?’’ 

If the good God of all nature could, with pro- 
priety, seal up so many of its secrets for the ages to 
come and ordain that their final discovery should be 
by the earnest searchings of man, why should it be 
thought ineredible with the God of the Bible that it 
should have some deep secrets that must be sought 
out and discovered to those who in the Spirit dili- 
gently seek them? 

In those wonderful visions of Daniel he says 
(Dan. 12:8, 9): ‘‘And I heard, but I understood 
not; then said I, ‘O my Lord, what shall be the end 
of these things?’ And he said, ‘Go thy way, Daniel, 
for the words are closed up and sealed till the time 
of the end.’ ’’? While Daniel could not know in full 
detail the wonders of the prophecies and visions God 
gave him, yet he, and the centuries since, have had 
suggestions and outlines of God’s great future deal- 
ings with humanity. In the world of physics we 
were left to seek many of the deepest secrets without 
so much as a hint from the Almighty as to their 
existence or possibility. 

What was to tell us of aerial and submarine navi- 
gation; the possibilities of steam or the wonders of 
electricity ; except it might be read in the flying bird, 
the swimming fish, the dancing kettle lid or the flash- 
ing lightning? 

In spite of some mysteries as to the nature of 
God’s future for humanity and the coming kingdom 
of Christ, as it will be directed when He comes 
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again, He has been yet more explicit in the realm 
of the supernatural than in the natural. I call your 
attention to these facts only in order to put you on 
your guard against discouragement in seeking to 
- know the deep things of the Word, or, possibly, 
criticizing its Author. 

In nature, the fundamental essentials to man’s 
physical life are on the surface and apparent in their 
application, and the same is true in the Word as to 
man’s spiritual life, which is comprehended in the 
simple words of Jesus: ‘‘If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me.’’ Do not get the thought by what I have 
said as to certain mysteries in the Word that I re- 
gard the second coming of Christ as being in any 
sense a sealed truth—for I can see no truth that is 
more apparent and clearly stated than this. I only 
refer to mysteries associated with the resurrection of 
the dead; the program, associated with, and the full 
operations of, His kingdom when established. Here 
we see and know only in part or outline. 

In the study of the Word we must not seek to 
shield or justify a sinful or questionable life, but to 
know the truth even though it reveals us as false. 
This Word that has in it so much that is typical and 
allegorical, as well as the plain statements of facts, 
must be studied by the aid of the Spirit and prayer 
and by a faithful comparison with plain and un- 
mistakable declarations which find their key-note in 
the teachings, life and character of Christ. 

We must avoid reading too much between the 
lines and calling it Scriptural. In continuing these 
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introductory remarks I wish to assure you that I 
have no doctrine of any church, school or set of 
men that I have any concern to promote. The Word 
of God alone is our court of last appeal and final 
authority. We will not presume privileges that 
Peter denied himself when he said, ‘‘ Knowing this 
first, that no prophecy of the Scriptures is of private 
interpretation,’’ and then gives the reason—‘‘ For 
the prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
man; but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.’’ . 

The witnesses we may call to testify in these talks 
are only witnesses to what they think the Word 
teaches. And that you may feel that we do not 
stand alone in what we believe the Bible teaches, we 
bring also the substantial agreement of such Bible 
students (whose books and addresses we have 
recently read with great profit) as: W. E. Black- 
stone, I. M. Haldeman, J. F. Silver, Robert E. 
Speer, R. A. Torrey, W. S. Urmy, R. E. Neighbor, 
C. F. Reitzel, O. E. Williams, F. W. Farr, F. E. 
Oliver, John Overton, J. K. Reed, J. M. Gray, R. M. 
Russell, F. E. Howitt, C. I. Scofield, S. R. Roberts, 
W. B. Riley, L. W. Munhall, A. C. Gaebelein, F. C. 
Ottman, Grant Stroh, Geo. E. Guille, H. A. Ironside, 
Chas. A. Blanchard and R. S. Stevens. The subject 
has also been personally discussed with Drs. W. B. 
Hinson, A. L. Hutchison and Bishop N. Castle, D. D., 
and I find in these men substantially a perfect agree- 
ment as to the premillennial and imminent coming 
of Christ which is to be discussed in these lessons. 
All of those mentioned are now living and watching. 
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They are prominent in such churches as Methodist, 
Baptist, Presbyterian, United Brethren, Congrega- 
tional, Christian and others of our orthodox and 
evangelical denominations. I do not mean to in- 
dicate that this subject and the men mentioned ex- 
press the general teachings and current of theological 
thought of the Church generally, for that is not 
true, as we shall observe before we have concluded 
these lessons. 

But now to the subject of Christ’s coming as seen 
in the prophecies; as taught by our Lord and His 
Apostles ; believed in by the early Church; repudiated 
by the Church of Rome; blazed forth in the Reforma- 
tion; subsided again in formalism; triumphed again 
with the evangelism of the Wesleyan days; again 
strangled by the spirit of modern ‘‘higher critics’’ 
but kept alive by the great spiritual lights of the 
last century and the present leaders among mis- 
sionaries, evangelists, pastors and teachers of our 
various churches. 

Of more than 300 references to the subject in the 
New Testament we choose a mere half dozen texts 
to start us, as follows: 

1 Peter 1:13: ‘‘Wherefore gird up the loins of 
your mind and be ye sober and hope to the end for 
the grace that is brought unto you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ.’’ 

Matthew 24:42: ‘‘Watch ye therefore; for ye 
know not what hour your Lord doth come. Take 
ye heed, watch and pray, for ye know not when the 
time is.”’ 

Mark 13: 33-37: ‘‘Watch ye therefore; for ye 
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know not when the master of the house cometh, at 
even or at midnight or at the cock crowing or in 
the morning, lest coming suddenly, he find you 
sleeping. And what I say unto you, I say unto all, 
Watch.”’ 

Revelation 16:15: ‘‘Blessed is he that watcheth 
and keepeth his garments lest he walk naked.’’ 

Revelation 3:3, 11: ‘‘If, therefore, thou shalt not 
watch, I will come on thee as a thief.’’ ‘‘ Behold I 
come quickly.’’ 

The history of the world, as the Holy Ghost has 
recorded it, is marked by seven great crises, five of 
which are now history and the last two prophecy. 
With the five, God was literally present as a deter- 
mining factor; and with the other two, we are as- 
sured by the Word and supplemented by past 
history, He will be no less present. These historic 
markings are: The Edeniec, the Flood, the Babel, the 
Egypt, the Cross, the Premillennial and the Post- 
millennial crises. Briefly stated, God dealt and will 
deal with each as follows: 

1. He walked in the garden— 

Genesis 3:8: ‘‘And they heard the voice of the 
Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God.”’ 

2. He talked with Noah— 

Genesis 6:13: ‘‘And God said unto Noah, ‘the 
end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is 
filled with violence through them; and, behold, I 
will destroy them with the earth.’ ”’ 

8. ‘‘The Lord came down,’’—when the race 
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thought to make sure its world power by the tower 
of their own hands— 

Genesis 11:5: ‘‘And the Lord came down to see 
the city, and the tower which the children of men 
builded.’’ 

4, Exodus 3:8: ‘‘I am come down,”’ said God to 
Moses, ‘‘to deliver them out of the hand of the 
Egyptians.”’ 

5. John 12: 27: ‘‘For this cause came I unto this 
hour,’’ said Jesus as He faced the cross. 

6. John 14: 8: ‘‘I will come again and receive you 
unto myself,’’ said Jesus as He comforted His dis- 
ciples before leaving them. And in referring to 
what this coming would mean to the world in gen- 
eral Paul said: ‘‘ And the fire shall try every man’s 
work of what sort it is.’’ 

7. Revelation 21:5: ‘‘And he that sat upon the 
‘throne said, ‘Behold I make all things new.’ ”’ 

1 Corinthians 15: 24: ‘‘Then cometh the end, when 
he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God.’’ 

We now live in the age between the fifth and sixth 
crises, which is designated as the Church or man’s 
age, and it is believed that this age is nearing its 
close and the beginning millennial, or thousand 
years’ reign of righteousness that is to be ushered 
in by the second coming of our Lord is near at hand. 

With the literal and spiritual past we are to have 
also a literal and spiritual future. That the Lord 
is really coming again, and we shall actually see 
Him as He is. With this in mind let us have an 
aspect of some of the things we shall study in con- 
nection with ‘‘His Return.’’ 
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1. The Rapture—when the dead in Christ shall 
rise, and with the living who are ready, shall meet 
the Lord in the air (1 Thess. 4: 138-18). 

2. The great tribulation—the ‘‘man of sin’’ re- 
vealed (Matt. 24: 21; 2 Thess. 2: 3-12). 

3. The coming of the Lord with His saints to the 
earth in judgment and government (Jer. 23:5; 
Luke 1: 32-83; Matt. 25: 31-32). 

4. The Millennium, or 1,000 years of new and 
righteous conditions (Matt. 19:28-29; Luke 22: 
28-33; Isa. 9: 6-7; Rev. 11:15). 

5. The loosening of Satan for a season. His final 
defeat and destruction. The great white throne; 
final resurrection and judgment; the new heavens 
and new earth. And time shall be no more (Rev. 
20: 7-10; 20: 12-15). 

This is a long journey but it may be a delight- 
some one, for there are glorious things to be seen, 
and springs of eternal youth of which we may drink 
and rivers of life in which we may bathe. 

However, we may not be able to see all, for we 
may be as the traveller—while he goes all the way 
around the world, yet sees only a narrow pathway. 

Our transportation will of necessity be rapid, for 
our time is limited, and yet we must not rob our- 
selves of a few side trips that will give added light 
to the main course, where we have in the New Testa- 
ment hundreds of stations or texts where His second 
coming can be seen;—and in the Old Testament 
many more delightful visions of His glorious appear- 
ing. 

We shall want to see Him in the prophecies, 
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parables, types and allegories as well as the plainly 
declared literal statements of the Word. 

We shall also want to study the subject in the 
history of the Church and its effect upon general 
world conditions. 


“He is coming, He is coming, not as once He came 
before, 
Wailing infant born in weakness, on a lowly stable 
floor; 
But upon His clouds of glory, in the crimson tinted sky, 
Where we see the golden sunrise in the rosy distance 
lie. 


“He is coming, He is coming, not as once He wandered 
through 
All the hostile land of Judah, with His followers poor 
and few; 
But with all the holy angels waiting ’round His judg- 
ment seat, 


And the chosen twelve apostles, sitting crowned at 
His feet. 


“He is coming, He is coming, let His lowly first estate 
And His tender love so teach us, that in faith and life 
we wait, 
Till in glory eastward burning, our redemption draweth 
near, 


And we see the sign in heaven of Our Judge and 
Saviour dear.” 


LESSON IT 
THINGS THAT ARE TO COME TO PASS 


indicate some of the things we have a right to 
expect will yet literally take place on this earth. 

Jeremiah 23:5, 6: ‘‘Behold the days come, saith 
the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous 
Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and 
shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. 

“‘In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel 
shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he 
shall be called, The Lord Our Righteousness.’’ 

Acts 15: 15-17: ‘‘ And to this agree the words of 
the prophets; as it is written, After this I will re- 
turn, and will build again the tabernacle of David, 
which is fallen down; and I will build again the 
ruins thereof, and I will set it up: That the residue 
of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gen- 
tiles upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, 
who doeth all these things.”’ 

This is associated with the second coming of Christ 
which takes place in two stages. 

1. When the Lord comes to meet in the air His 
dead in Christ, and the saints still living, where they 
will abide for a time and during which time will be 
on the earth ‘‘the great tribulation.’’ 

2. The second stage of His coming will take place 
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at the end of the tribulation, when Christ with His 
saints will come to the earth in judgment and thou- 
sand years’ reign. 

The first stage—or meeting in the air—is desig- 
nated by Bible students as ‘‘The Rapture,’’ which 
is revealed only to those who are in Christ. 

The second stage, or ‘‘ Revelation,’’ when He comes 
and reveals Himself to all the world. 

Let us now look into the Word for a few texts on: 
1. The Rapture; 2. The Tribulation; 3. Absent 
Saints; 4. The Revelation; and 5. The Judgment. 

1. The Rapture. 1 Thessalonians 4: 14-17: ‘‘For 
if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him. 

‘‘For this we say unto you by the word of the 
Lord, that ye which are alive, and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord, shall not prevent them which 
are asleep. 

‘‘Ror the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air.’’ 

Mr. Blackstone, in comment on this passage, says: 
““<To meet’ signifies a going forth, in order to re- 
turn with.’’? As in the case of Acts 28:15, where 
the brethren went forth ‘‘to meet’’ Paul in order to 
return with him to Rome—though they lingered 
with him in fellowship for a time at the place of 
meeting. 
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2. The Tribulation. This naturally begins when 
the saints are withdrawn from the earth. Of this 
time the prophet wrote (Dan. 12:1): ‘‘And there 
shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation, even to that same time.”’ 

It will be when the spirit of Antichrist, that is now 
in the world and rules in spite of the restraint of the 
Spirit through the spiritual Church, shall have been 
given a free hand under an unrestrained, intensified 
and centralized leadership, the name of whom seemed 
to exhaust the Spirit’s vocabulary—‘‘That man of 
Sin—son of perdition—that old serpent—lawless 
one—false prophet—Lucifer—dragon— beast —Sa- 
tan—the Devil,”’ ete. 

We know something of his work even now—of his 
ability to deceive nations, and bring on world-wide 
wars, but in that time he shall have added satanic 
power to perform great wonders. 

Revelation 13:12: ‘‘He causeth the earth and 
them which dwell therein to worship the beast . 
and he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire 
come down from heaven on the earth in the sight 
of men. 

** And deceive them that dwell on the earth, by the 
means of those miracles which he had power to do in 
the sight of the beast. : 

““And he eauseth all, both small and great, rich 
and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their 
right hand, or in their foreheads; and that no man 
might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the 
name of the beast.’’ 

He shall speak great words, make treaties, and 
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issue proclamations of peace, only to deceive and 
destroy. He shall say to the world, as he did to 
Christ: ‘‘ All these things will I give thee, if thou 
wilt worship me’’—and so will many make a ‘‘cove- 
nant with death.’’ 

3. The absent Saints, during the tribulation, is 
clearly set forth in the following texts: 

Luke 21:36: ‘‘ Watch ye therefore, and pray al- 
ways, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all 
these things that shall come to pass, and to stand 
before the Son of man.’’ 

Revelation 2:10: ‘‘Because thou hast kept the 
word of my patience, I also will keep thee from 
the hour of temptation which shall come upon 
all the world, to try them that dwell upon the 
earth.’’ 

It is most natural that the sweet restraining in- 
fluence of the righteous will be more and more missed 
as the tribulation increases. And in addition to this 
natural result we have the words of Zechariah as to 
the remnant of the Jews, a third part of which it is 
said (Zech. 13:9): ‘‘They shall call on my name, 
and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people; 
and they shall say, The Lord is my God.”’ 

The day of temptation, or tribulation, is shortened 
and we are now brought to 

4, The Revelation,—the second part of the second 
coming and resurrection,—when Christ with His 
saints shall come to the earth and begin the program 
of His kingdom as follows: 

Jude 14: ‘Behold the Lord cometh with ten thou- 
sand of his saints.’’ 
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Zechariah 14:5: ‘‘The Lord my God shall come 
and all the saints with him.’’ 

Paul uses these words: 

1 Thessalonians 3:13: ‘‘The coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with ail his saints.’’ 

Colossians 3:4: ‘‘When Christ, who is our life, 
shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in 
glory.”’ 

5. The judgment begun. 2 Thessalonians 1:7: 
‘“When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels.’’ 2:8: ‘‘And then shall 
that wicked one be revealed, whom the Lord shall 
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall 
destroy with the brightness of his coming.”’ 

And then shall be set up the kingdom that all the 
prophets saw, to which the disciples while following 
Jesus in His humiliation were constantly looking, 
and for which they were never rebuked—except for 
their selfishness in wishing the most prominent 
places in the kingdom. 

Matthew 25: 31-34: ‘*When the Son of man shall 
come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, 
then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: And 
before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall 
separate them one from another, as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats. 

‘And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, 
but the goats on the left.’’ (This is to be regarded 
as a national rather than a personal separation and 
judgment. ) 

“Then shall the King say unto them on his right 
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
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kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world.’’ 

This, indeed, will be the beginning of ‘‘the day of 
Christ’’ (2 Thess. 2:2) ; the beginning of the glori- 
ous kingdom, or Millennium, or thousand year reign 
of peace and righteousness, when shall be answered 
the prayer of the centuries: ‘‘Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven.”’ 

This is the day when the devil gets his thousand- 
year knock-out blow—not only over the ropes but 
chained and locked up in hell, or the ‘‘Bottomless 
Dit: 

What a world we will have with no deyil in it; no 
one to deceive the nations as he is deceiving some of 
them wholly, and all of them partially, during these 
days. When instead of the prince of death we shall 
have the Prince of Life on His throne, and the 
world’s program shall be changed from broken 
treaties, wars, pestilence, famines, poverty, sickness, 
suffering, tears and death; to no more defiance of 
law and order, wrecking of moral character, and 
profaning of His holy Name. ‘‘For the former 
things will have passed away’’—because He that now 
sits upon the throne has announced—‘Behold I 
make all things new.’’ 


‘‘New’’—In CHARACTER 
Isaiah 11: 9, 10: ‘‘They shall not hurt nor destroy 
in all my holy mountain, for the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea. And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse 
which shall stand for an ensign (standard) of the 
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people; to it shall the Gentiles seek; and his rest 
shall be glorious.”’ 

Isaiah 25:7: ‘‘And he will destroy in this moun- 
tain the face of the covering cast over all people, 
and the veil that is spread over all nations.’’ 


His Kinepom SHALL ABIDE 

Daniel 2:44: ‘‘And in the days of these kings 
shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed.’’ 

Jeremiah 23:5: ‘‘T will raise unto David a right- 
eous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, 
and shall execute judgment and justice in the 
earth.’? ‘‘And the Lord shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David.’’ 


His SEAT OF GOVERNMENT IS JERUSALEM 
Isaiah 24:23: ‘‘The Lord of Hosts shall reign in 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before his an- 
cients, gloriously.”’ 


His REIGN SHALL BE WoRLD WIDE 

Psalm 72:8: ‘‘He shall have dominion also from 
sea to sea and from the rivers unto the ends of the 
earth.’’ 

Zechariah 14:9: ‘‘And the Lord shall be king 
over all the earth; in that day shail there be one 
Lord, and his name one.”’ 

Revelation 11:15: ‘‘The kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever.’’ 
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We shall be joint heirs; reign and be glorified 
with Him. 

Isaiah 25:8: ‘‘He will swallow up death in vic- 
tory, and the Lord God will wipe away tears from 
off all faces, and the rebuke of his people shall be 
taken away from off all the earth, for the Lord hath 
spoken it.’’ 

Isaiah 2:4: ‘‘And he shall judge among the na- 
tions, and shall rebuke many people; and they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks; nations shall not lift up sword 
against nations, neither shall they learn war any 
more.”’ 

Psalm 22:26: ‘‘The meek shall eat and be satis- 
fied, and they shall praise the Lord that seek him; 
your hearts shall live forever.’’ 

Psalm 72:11: ‘‘ Yea, all kings shall fall down be- 
fore him; all nations shall serve him.’’ 

In summarizing we note: our Lord will begin 
His new kingdom with at least four classes or sub- 
jects: 


First: The saints resurrected at the Rapture, 
and the Revelation. 

Second: The living who are translated at the first 
stage of the Lord’s coming, and will 
return with Him at the second stage, or 
when He reveals Himself to all the 
world. 

Third: The ‘‘third part’’ of the Jews who shall 
call on the name of the Lord and be 
accepted by Him at His revelation. 
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Fourth: The rest of the world who pass through 
the tribulation; escaping death and 
marking by the beast, and in some way, 
like the Jews, find grace with Him of 
whom it was said, ‘‘Shall not the judge 
of all the earth do right ?”’ 


Referring to this third and fourth class, which 
will be a ‘‘multitude which no man can number,”’ 
and the tribulation through which it passed, Scofield 
Reference Bible, in a note, says, ‘‘Its duration— 
‘tribulation’—is three and a half years, or the last 
half of the seventieth week’’ (Dan. 9: 24-27; Rev. 
1bS2; 3). 

You ask: Do you expect these prophecies to be 
literally fulfilled upon this earth? 

Why may it not be so? Did not humanity liter- 
ally begin on this earth with such a literal righteous 
program? And was not that condition continued 
until Satan deceived? And is it not a fact that ever 
since that day that Satan was listened to, the human 
race has been living the abnormal life? And why 
should it be thought strange that a provision should 
be made whereby man should be brought back to the 
normal? And that this world should have a closing 
(if indeed it ever entirely closes) as glorious as its 
beginning when our Lord talked with Adam; and 
when all nature, with the beasts of the field and 
forest, was at peace? Can you think of the seed of 
the woman, Christ, as having fully conquered with- 
out having made such a program possible to all who 
are willing to meet the conditions? If you cannot 
believe this as a mere matter of logic, I feel like say- 
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ing as did the Saviour when He was making some 
logical observations in Matthew 6: 24-80, ‘‘O ye of 
little faith!’’ 

But I do not blame you for an unwillingness to 
accept mere logic, especially when there is better 
evidence, as we have in this case in the Scriptures. 
So to the Word we must go frequently but let it 
not be said of any one—‘‘O fools, and slow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets have spoken.’’ 

Let us distinguish between two classes of Bible 
interpreters: 

First—The class who believe the second coming 
and reign of Christ on the earth is to have the same 
literal interpretation in the Scriptures as is given 
to the Saviour’s first coming. Also that the second 
coming in the air may be looked for at any moment, 
and that the Millennium, or thousand year reign, 
will not begin till the completion of the twofold com- 
ing of Christ is accomplished in His coming with 
His saints to the earth. These are known as ‘‘pre- 
millennialists.’’ 

Second—The class who allegorize this second class 
of prophecies and teachings, which has led them to 
make ‘‘Jerusalem’’ mean the Church and Gentile 
Christianity, in all cases where blessings are prom- 
ised, but retain the literal when woes are pronounced. 
These are ‘‘ postmillennialists.’’ 

Of course there are various shades of the two 
classes but substantially they represent the entire 
Church. 

On the ‘‘Post’’ method of interpretation a recent . 
writer observed: ‘‘We contend that the woes de- 
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nounced upon Judah and Jerusalem have been 
literally fulfilled ; it is but reasonable to suppose that 
the blessings pronounced upon Judah and Jerusalem 
will have a literal fulfillment also, and that those 
who say that these words ‘Judah and Jerusalem’ 
mean the literal city and country when a curse is 
connected with them, and a spiritual organization 
when a blessing is conjoined with them, should give 
us the Scriptural authority for this interpretation. 
This it is impossible for them to do.’’ 

We believe there are the allegorical and great 
spiritual lessons to be seen throughout the Scrip- 
tures, but the Church commits suicide when it ex- 
hausts the teachings of Christ, prophets and Apostles 
to allegorical conveniences occasioned principally by 
carnality. The Jews in their most apostate days 
did not do worse. It is most dangerous; it led to 
the crucifying of Christ and is leading to His being 
crucified afresh in these days. 

Let us now read some of the Scriptures written 
before the first coming of Christ as to that coming: 

Isaiah 7:14: ‘‘Therefore the Lord himself shall 
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.’’ 

Micah 5:2: ‘‘But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is 
to be ruler in Israel.”’ 

Jeremiah 31:15: ‘‘A voice was heard in Ramah, 
lamentation, and bitter weeping. For Rahel re- 
fused to be comforted for her children, because they 
were not.”’ 
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Hosea 11:1: ‘‘ And called my son out of Egypt.”’ 

Isaiah 11:2: ‘‘And the spirit of the Lord God 
rested upon him.’’ 

Zechariah 9:9: ‘‘Rejoice greatly, O daughter of 
Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salva- 
tion; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a 
colt the foal of an ass.’’ 

Psalm 41:9: ‘‘Yea, mine own familiar friend, in 
whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath 
lifted up his heel against me.’’ 

Psalm 55:12: ‘‘For it was not an enemy that 
reproached me.”’ 

Zechariah 18:7: ‘‘Smite the shepherd, and the 
sheep shall be scattered.’’ 

Zechariah 11: 12-18: ‘‘And I said unto them, If 
ye think good, give me my price; and if not, for- 
bear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of 
silver.’’ ‘‘And I took the thirty pieces of silver, 
and cast them to the potter in the house of the 
Lord.”’ 

Isaiah 50:6: ‘‘I gave my back to the smiter, and 
my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid 
not my face from shame and spitting.’’ 

Exodus 12:46: ‘‘Neither shall ye break a bone 
thereof.’’ 

Psalm 34:20: ‘‘He keepeth all his bones: not one 
of them is broken.”’ 

Psalm 69:21: ‘‘They gave me also gall for my 
meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to 
drink.’’ 

Psalm 22 gives the scenes of the cross in a mar- 
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vellous way: His forsaking by the Father; the 
mocking throng; hands and feet pierced; garments 
parted; lots cast, and the expiring of His life. 

Isaiah 53 is a clearer portrayal of Christ’s sacri- 
ficial sufferings and death than nine-tenths of Bible 
students could write in as few words, at the present 
time. 

And who that makes any serious pretense of be- 
lieving the Word of God will deny that all these 
prophecies that were given by seven different 
prophets, covering a period of over a thousand 
years—the last date being 519 years before Christ— 
were to the very letter literally fulfilled? That God 
would literally so manifest Himself in the flesh was 
a far better reason for doubt upon the part of the 
Jew than it is for the Gentile Church of this day to 
doubt the literal fulfillment of the second coming 
of Christ as the glorious, triumphant, reigning Lord 
of Lords and King of Kings. Especially is this true 
when we add to all that the prophets wrote the 
testimony of the Lord Himself and that of the 
Apostles. 

Is it not far more reasonable to believe that the 
Son of God should sit, with His Apostles about Him, 
upon the throne of David in Jerusalem than that 
He should have died between two thieves, on a 
Roman cross at Jerusalem ? 

There are four great fundamental facts taught in 
the Old Testament and three of them have been 
literally fulfilled in the New Testament. 

First—That Jesus Christ should come to the world 
by way of the manger. 
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Second—That Jesus should leave it by way of the 
cross and grave; whereby we have justification, 
adoption, and regeneration—as also our resurrec- 
tion. 

Third—The coming of the Holy Spirit—the com- 
forter, guide and Christ’s advocate. 

Fourth—That Jesus Christ is to come back again 
to make complete all that has gone before—the mor- 
tal blow to Satan; the vindication of justice; the 
triumph of righteousness; the glory of God; reward- 
ing of His people; and the ruler of the world. 

Is the fourth to have a literal fulfillment, or only 
the first three? If only the first, then will some 
one tell us, by the Scripture, why? 

The Jews are not so inclined to-day to dispute the 
first coming of Christ, but there is a tendency to 
judge this fact in the light of His second coming to 
which the orthodox Jew still clings. This is illus- 
trated by the conversation of a prominent minister 
with a Jewess, as to Christ being the Messiah. 
Finally the reply to the minister was: ‘‘I do not 
know if He was. I know He must come again, and 
when He comes again He will tell us Jews whether 
He was here before.’’ 

And is it not true, in the language of Robert E. 
Speer, the great missionary apostle, ‘‘We need the 
hope of Christ’s second coming as a buttress to our 
faith in the supernatural’’? 

The first coming of Christ proves two great out- 
standing facts of His second coming. 

1. That it must be as literal in its completion of 
the prophecies as it was in its beginning, else the 


OUR LORD’S RETURN 39 


first is only a deception in so far as what is said of 
Christ as a ruling King on earth. Of this we can 
hardly accuse the Holy Ghost, the Inspirer of the 
‘holy men of God.’’ 

2. In His first coming He proved His ability to 
accomplish all the principles comprehended in the 
second. Here are sermons, but we can only give you 
the briefest reference to the miracles He performed— 
diseases healed, devils cast out, multitudes fed and 
satisfied on but little, fishes came at His call for 
food or tax, seas calmed, space overcome, waters 
made adamant or wine, hearts of men read, beasts 
tamed, sins pardoned, dead raised, heaven and earth 
united. He taught as never man taught. He was 
the Kingdom of Heaven at hand which the Jews 
rejected, which resulted in His turning to the Gen- 
tiles, and the delay of the literal kingdom on earth, 
until out of the Gentiles should be secured a bride. 


LESSON III 
DANGERS IN MISINTERPRETATION 


ET us return to three thoughts merely men- 
tioned in the last lesson, but which need 
further consideration. 

1. The twofold nature of the first resurrection. 

2. The ‘‘manner’’ of Christ’s coming. 

3. The dangers of allegorizing and symbolizing the 
declared statements of the Scriptures. 

1. ‘The First Resurrection,’’ as the second com- 
ing, has a twofold aspect; it begins with the ‘‘Rap- 
ture,’’ when the dead in Christ are raised to meet, 
with the living saints, the Lord in the air, and con- 
cludes with the ‘‘Revelation,’’ when those who for 
the name of Christ refused, during the tribulation, 
to receive the number or name of the beast upon 
them, and for which refusal they were slain, but are 
now raised from the dead, and so join those who 
compose the ‘‘overcomers.”’ 

Revelation 20:4: ‘‘And I saw the souls of them 
that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for 
the Word of God, and which had not worshipped the 
beast, neither his image, neither had received his 
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and 
they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 

40 
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“But the rest of the dead lived not again, until 
the thousand years were finished.’’ 

How great a throng this may be we cannot know, 
except as it may be suggested by Revelation 7, where, 
after mentioning those of the tribes of Israel, who 
should be sealed as servants of God, the Revelation 
says: 

Revelation 7:9: ‘‘And after this I beheld, and, 
lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, 
of all nations, and kindreds and people, and tongues, 
stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands.’’ 

13: ‘‘What are these which are arrayed in white 
robes ?’’ 

14: ‘‘These are they which came out of great 
tribulation and have washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.”’ 

I do not see that we need to conclude that all 
these had been slain during the tribulation, or may 
have been included in the ‘‘Rapture’’ resurrection. 

I have no direct authority to say, but in absence 
of light otherwise it is reasonable to think there will 
be multitudes who will not suffer death during the 
tribulation, but who in some way, as will the rem- 
nant of the Jews, repent and call upon God prior to 
the Revelation and thus be included in the innumer- 
able multitude seen by John. 

This is not to be regarded as a ‘‘second chance’’ 
salvation, for the thought only applies to those who 
have not yet completed this natural life, and so 
entitled to the one full chance, as all the rest of the 
world has had, though these have had to make the 
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struggle in the midst of the world’s most awful 
tribulations, and without the aid of the Church with 
its thousands of warm, helpful hearts. Calamity has 
been a great awakener to many in the past, and may 
be to millions more in the future. How sad, though, 
that any should wait for so grim a hand to awaken 
them to the love, service, and need of God! 

2. The manner of Christ’s coming is made very 
clear, which is also a clear statement as to our 
changed condition, ‘‘for we shall be like him.”’ 

He will return as He went up. 

Acts 1:9-11: ‘‘ While they beheld, he was taken 
up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 
And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as 
he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven.”’ 

President Wilson during these days is trying to 
form his English into sentences that cannot be mis- 
taken as to the meaning. 

I challenge any linguist to construct language more 
explicit as to its meaning than this Scripture just 
given as to our coming Lord. Is it any wonder 
that the second coming of Christ was regarded as a 
literal promise by the disciples, as is evidenced by 
all their teachings? 

Peter preached repentence with this coming in 
mind. 

Acts 3: 19-21: ‘‘Repent ye therefore, and be con- 
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verted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the 
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of 
the Lord. And he shall send Jesus Christ, which 
before was preached unto you. Whom the heaven 
must receive until the times of restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all 
his holy prophets since the world began.’’ 

‘‘Tn like manner’’—recognized in His bodily form 
as they were used to seeing Him; though glorious in 
His appearance, as in His transfiguration, yet not at 
the sacrifice of His earthly form in His humiliation. 
The glory of His humiliation and exaltation is united 
in His kingly visage. And to think of it, we shall 
not only ‘‘see him as he is,’’ but we shall also ‘‘be 
like him.’’ The unseen processes to human eyes 
that make this possible should not cause our faith 
to hesitate—especially in these times of scientific 
marvels. Tell us the wonders of the ‘‘natural as 
life’’ of our friends we see on paper in a photograph. 
But for our familiarity with photography we could 
not believe such ‘‘natural as life’? on paper pos- 
sible. 

3. The dangers of allegorizing the plain, declared 
teaching of Christ, the prophets and Apostles, as we 
have observed in the few texts we have brought to 
your attention, are most apparent. 

In this case, as in all cases, we can judge the pro- 
priety of a course by its results. 

If the Bible is but a vast sea of symbolism, then, 
as in case of our national contention for the open 
seas to all nations alike, let no one object to any 
class of navigating interpreters—for who has a right 
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to call in question another man’s idea of what is 
meant by what is said? 

I am reminded of what a group of young people 
once said to me, when I was telling them of pro- 
prieties that should characterize the social life of 
the Church. 

They asked, ‘‘What do you mean?”’ 

I answered, ‘‘Did you not hear what I said?’’ 

Then one of the young ladies replied, ‘‘We hear 
what you say, but do not know what you mean.’’ 

She thought I was speaking in allegory, which I 
accounted for by the fact that she was a leader in 
certain church social improprieties. So natural, and 
accounts for much of the allegorizing of the Bible. 

I do not wish to be regarded as a mere literalist— 
as one who would lose sight of the deep spiritual 
significance of the Scriptures. 

I love to see and preach the spiritual, for in this 
we have abundant warrant. But we are not war- 
ranted in exhausting the plain language of the Word 
in the mere spiritual, for by this we at once break 
down the weight of language, and the reliability of 
the Scriptures. For when the literal is made mean- 
ingless in fact, who will then have assurance of the 
spiritual ? 

If the literal is a deception, how may we know 
but that the claimed spiritual is also a farce? 

I should not object that we think of Christ as 
coming to us in death; or even in the great events of 
our personal or national life. 

Did He not come to Abraham, Jacob, Lot, Moses 
and to Israel in a cloud by day; and fire by night? 
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Did He not come to the Hebrew children in the 
furnace and Daniel in the lions’ den? Yes, to all 
these and thousands more did He come, but these 
were not the fulfillment of the prophecies of the con- 
ception, birth, life, sufferings, death and resurrec- 
tion. Neither is His being with us always even unto 
the end of the age to exhaust the final manner of His 
return to the earth as is declared by the two white- 
robed angels, and by Revelation 1:7, ‘‘Behold, he 
cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him.”’ 
By the method of allegorizing you can become any- 
thing that may suit your fancy, and call it Scrip- 
tural. 

Pastor Russell is a good example of this in his 
three volumes, as is outlined by Mr. Silver: 

I. The Divine Plan of the Ages. 
II. The Time is at Hand. 
III. Thy Kingdom Come. 

(a) Angels are mortal beings (I, 186, 187). 

(b) Jesus Christ was a created spirit, inferior to 
the Father (I, 174-186). 

(c) When in the body, Christ was human only; 
there was nothing divine about Him (I, 174, 176, 
180). 

(d) The body of Christ was not resurrected. It 
was diffused into gas; or, it may be preserved some- 
where and exhibited during the Millennium (II, 107, 
129, 130). 

(e) The spirit of Christ became divine after leav- 
ing the body (I, 179; IT, 133). 

(f) Six thousand years from Adam expired in 
1872 (II, 54, 242). 
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(g) The Millennium commenced in 1874 (II, 182, 
187), and the Bridegroom actually came in 1874 
(II, 140; III, 190). 

The apostles and dead in Christ were resurrected 
‘¢in the spring of 1887’’ (III, 234, 235, 302, 306). 

(h) ‘‘His appearing was invisible’’ (II, 121, 122), 
His coming ‘‘in the clouds with power and great 
glory,’’ and in His coming ‘‘in flaming fire’’ are 
figurative in meaning (II, 188, 150, 152, 153). 

(i) As to the Lord’s descent ‘‘with a shout’’ 
Russell remarks: 

The aspect of the world for the past fifteen years 
strikingly corresponds with this symbol, in the out- 
burst of world-wide encouragement for all men to 
wake up. Where on the face of the earth is the 
civilized nation that has not heard that shout, and 
been influenced by it! 

The shout of encouragement started by the in- 
crease of knowledge among men has already encireled 
the earth (II, 146). 

(j) ‘‘His feet shall stand upon the Mount of 
Olives’’ is figurative in meaning (II, 157). 

(k) Christ is on earth now, and ‘‘scoffers’’ are 
too busy to see it (II, 166, 168, 169). The fact, 
then, that His presence is not known by the world, 
or even among Christians, is no argument against 
this truth (II, 189). 

Note: All civilized nations heard the shout when 
He came, but the fact that His presence now may 
not be known ‘‘even among Christians,’’ is no argu- 
ment against it! Everything related to His return 
is figurative—the ‘‘shout’’ was figurative, the 
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**clouds,’’ the ‘‘Mount of Olives,’ the ‘‘flaming 
fire,’’ and everything else is figurative. 

(tl) This age will close in 1914 (II, 189). 

(m) Elijah is the Church (II, 251, 252). 

(n) The general gospel call, the true one, is 
ended. None can extend it (III, 219). 

(o) Truth has been consuming antichrist, a sys- 
tem, since 1879 (II, 272, 273). 

(p) The wicked will be resurrected, believe, and 
be saved to rejoice in the kingdom (I, 99, 106, 110, 
Bie, 113,347). 

(q) Christians are not ‘‘fully born of the Spirit’ 
until the resurrection (1, 233, 235, 236). Christ was 
*“born of the spirit’’ at the time of His resurrection, 
and so is every one who is born of the spirit (I, 230, 
231). Justification does not change our nature 
(I, 232). 

(r) After the Millennium there is no final judg- 
ment, no future punishment (I, 345). 

(s) The final impenitent will be annihilated (1, 
158, 159, 239, 345). 

(¢) We are to publicly testify to these things, and 
if they are not received, we are to publicly with- 
draw from the congregation rejecting them. No- 
sectism is advised. ‘‘ Withdrawal Letters’’ for 
legally severing church relationship are advertised 
in a foot-note (III, 184, 187). 

This is by the father of the ‘‘International Bible 
Students’ Association,’’ who has organized Bible 
classes in all our cities, the agents of whom come 
with their blandishment to entice you into this net 
of hell. 
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It is a monstrosity made up of parts of every con- 
ceivable doctrine men have thought of. Yes, ‘‘there 
is good in it,’’ but it is like eating angels’ food out 
of a garbage barrel. As for the child of God 
he prefers to have his manna from the ‘‘golden 
pot.’”’ 

But Mr. Russell is not the only one given to sym- 
bolizing entirely the plainly declared truths and 
statements of God’s Word. For he has a sister in 
Mary Baker Patterson Glover Eddy, who has de- 
cidedly outstripped him in the art of distorting and 
setting aside the positive teachings of Christ, the 
prophets and Apostles. 

It seems evident that Mr. Russell regarded his 
wonderful campaign of teaching as the ‘‘shout’’ that 
announced the coming Lord and was the truth that 
consumed ‘‘ Antichrist,’’ but Mrs. Eddy says: ‘‘The 
second coming of Jesus is unquestionably the spiri- 
tual advent of the advancing idea of God as in 
Christian Science.’ 

Commenting on this a Christian Science lecturer 
said: ‘‘Thus we prove that Christian Science is the 
second coming of Christ.”’ 

Not only is Christian Science the second coming 
of Christ, but is also the fulfillment of the promise, 
**He shall give you another comforter, that he may 
abide with you forever.’’ ‘‘This comforter,’’ says 
Mrs. Eddy, ‘‘I understand to be Divine Science.’’ 

Not only is Christian Science the Holy Ghost and 
the second coming of Christ, but its author appro- 
priates the words of Christ with regard to Himself, 
saying: ‘‘I am the way, the truth, and the life.’’ 
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1, Mrs. Eddy says: ‘‘Mind is all, and matter is 
naught.’’ Thus we see that Paul was using useless 
words when he prayed: ‘‘I pray God your whole 
spirit, and soul and body be preserved blameless. ’’ 

2. Mrs. Eddy believes in the Bible—after she fixes 
it—as is evidenced by her system of reversal: ‘‘ Love 
is God,’’ for ‘‘God is Love.’’ She puts the attribute 
above God, for the Bible says, ‘‘Love is of God.’’ 

3. Mrs. Eddy says: ‘‘God is not a person who can 
say ‘I’ or be addressed as ‘thou.’ God is mind. 
Not person.’’ 

4. The centuries have said, ‘‘God is good,’’ but 
Christian Science says, ‘‘Good is God.’’ 

5. Christian Science says: ‘‘Man coexists with God 
and the universe’’; the Bible says: ‘‘ And God cre- 
ated man in his own image.’’ 

6. Christian Science says: ‘‘Man has always been 
perfect, and always will be perfect’’—hence sin is 
entirely out of the question. 

7. Mrs. Eddy says: ‘‘Man is ineapable of sin, sick- 
ness and death, inasmuch as he derives his essence 
from God, and possesses not a single original or un- 
derived power.’’ 

8. Christian Science says: ‘‘Because soul is im- 
mortal, soul cannot sin’’; the Bible says: ‘‘The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die’’—‘‘Behold the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the world.’’ 

9. Mrs. Eddy says: ‘‘To suppose that God for- 
gives or punishes sin is to misunderstand love.’’ 

Jesus said: ‘‘Think ye that those eighteen upon 
whom the tower of Siloam fell, and slew them, were 
sinning above all men that dwell in Jerusalem? I 
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tell you nay, but except ye repent, ye shall all like- 
wise perish.”’ 

10. Christian Science says: ‘‘It is the sense of sin, 
and not a sinful soul, which is lost.’? Jesus said: 
‘‘What is a man profited if he gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul?’’ Choose you whom you will 
believe—Eddy or Jesus. 

11. Christian Science says: ‘‘Deny sin’’; the Bible 
says: ‘‘Confess it and forsake it.’’ 

12. Christian Science says: ‘‘We never speak of 
sin—sin does not exist.’’ 

The Word says: ‘‘If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.’’— 
“*Tf we say that we have not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in us.’’ Who lies—Chris- 
tian Science or the Bible? It is for you to decide, 
but I advise you to do so at once—‘‘If God be God, 
serve him.”’ 

If all this is true, as Christian Science would have 
us believe, then we have no ‘‘Atonement’’ for 
““Christ the Just’’ did not ‘‘die for the unjust.’’ 

18. Mrs. Eddy claims that Christ’s suffering was 
a ‘‘great illusion’’ and also says: ‘‘Had wisdom 
characterized all the sayings of Jesus He would not 
have prophesied His own death and thereby hastened 
or caused it.’’ 

14, Christian Science claims that ‘‘Prayer to a 
personal God is a hindrance’’—‘‘ Asking God to par- 
don sin is a vain repetition such as the heathen use.”’ 
So, according to Christian Science, ‘‘Our Father 
which art in heaven’’ is a misnomer. I am sure 
Christian Science is a misnomer, for its real name 
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sounds like ‘‘Devilish Science’’ to me—how does it 
sound to you? 

Yet, with all of these facts, you cannot find a fol- 
lower of Mr. Russell or Mrs. Eddy but what will 
claim the Bible as the great support of their hellish . 
compound, and how is it possible? 

I answer, it is by the trick of the devil that would 
encourage us in allegorizing and symbolizing the 
plain statements of God’s Word. By this method 
you may soon arrive at any station of disbelief in the 
real things of the Bible, that is along the road from 
the cross to hell. 

It is evident that Mrs. Eddy started out to be the 
mother of an innumerable school of lobsters, for she 
wishes her people to cease thinking anything wrong, 
that thereby all apparent wrong may soon be cor- 
rected, and gives this illustration: ‘‘When the un- 
thinking lobster loses his claw, it grows again.’’ 
What fine company the Christian Scientists must 
have in their lobsterdom! 

Their unwarranted optimism has gone wild, and 
reminds me of an incident given by my friend, Dr. 
French E. Oliver: ‘‘I heard of a man in New York 
not long ago who was a noted optimist.’’ I think 
he must have been a Christian Scientist. ‘‘He fell 
from the fifty-sixth story of the Woolworth Building. 
Somebody heard him say as he passed the thirteenth 
story, ‘Everything is perfectly lovely so far.? Sane 
men think of the landing more than the journey.”’ 

Optimism that is made up of deception, as in the 
ease of Russellism and Eddyism, is damnable. I re- 
gret to have time to refer only to Mr. Russell and 
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Mrs. Eddy, when the fact is—the world, our colleges, 
seminaries, and churches—even the pulpits, are full 
of those who are, in more or less degree, guilty of the 
same infidelity as to the literal as well as spiritual 
teachings of our blessed Bible. 

I shall have occasion to refer to some of the others 
later in our lessons. 


LESSON IV 
ALL DISTORTIONS DANGEROUS 


AVING referred, in the last lesson, to the 
H evils and dangers of distorting the literal 

declarations of the Scriptures, we may now 
consider also the dangers in misinterpreting the 
spiritual and truly allegorical lessons of the Word. 

We have no right to wrest any Scripture out of 
its plain and reasonable meaning in order to 
strengthen some other teaching or truth in the Word 
that appeals especially to us. Here is a great 
temptation, and the devil has worked it day and 
night for the centuries with awful results. Liberties 
taken in thus interpreting the Word weaken, not 
only some other truth, but the one also that the 
overanxious, if not carnal, interpreter seeks to estab- 
lish, even though Scriptural. The Word must be 
of authority in all its parts, else how may we be 
assured of its authority in any of its parts? 

If the prophets, Jesus, and the Apostles did not 
speak in harmony with the Holy Ghost as to the 
literal reign of Christ on the earth for a thousand 
years; if they were mistaken or misleading in their 
language in this particular, how are we to know but 
that all the great teaching we hold so dear to our 
hearts may not also be a mistake and a deception? 
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Taking the liberty to set aside the literal, you will 
soon find it easy to set aside the spiritual and then 
all that our carnal natures do not wish to accept. 

This method dissipates the Bible until it is placed 
in ridicule by the people, as indeed it is to-day in a 

‘most astounding generality. 

You may think I am a little overstating the matter, 
but I am profoundly convinced that the world’s 
greatest menace is not in German militarism, but in 
the German method of Germanizing, Americanizing 
or Churchizing the Word of God to suit worldly 
ambitions. We refuse to submit to Germany’s mili- 
tarism, but to her theology and methods of inter- 
preting the Word, or setting it aside, we have nearly 
surrendered ourselves, soul, body and spirit. 

We say, ‘‘Down with the German guns,’’ but fail 
to realize that but for the method of interpretation 
of her theological seminaries, her religious teachers, 
who grew wiser than the Lord and Holy Spirit, her 
guns would never have been lifted as they were. 
We pray for peace; but with Germany, our Bible 
teacher for the last forty years, we set aside the 
Prince of Peace, the deity of Christ, the inspiration 
of the Bible, and so set aside the Sermon on the 
Mount, and not only Christ’s second coming, but 
His first also, as being no more than another man’s 
coming. We shall conquer the militarism of Ger- 
many, but when shall the fumes of death, that have 
emanated from her universities and seminaries, and 
settled over all civilization, be driven back in defeat, 
is a question of chief concern. 

Following is the comment of a German on the 
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Hohenzollern theology that has dominated the theo- 
logical thought of Germany, and has been hand in 
hand with the same Spirit of Militarism, and to those 
seminaries we sent our students to graduate, and to 
which we sent for teachers for our greatest educa- 
tional institutions, and whose philosophy and the- 
ology has captured so many of our universities. 

‘“Worse than the War’’ is the way Watchword 
and Truth puts it. 

‘‘The condition of our colleges is alarming. A 
German now in England has told of the terrible in- 
fidelity of German universities twenty-five years ago, 
and says: ‘If there was a student or a professor who 
believed in a personal God, he never let it be 
known.’’’ But our American colleges and univer- 
sities have nearly matched the Germans. A jour- 
nalist has written to the Cosmopolitan the result of 
his observations, thus: 

*‘In hundreds of class rooms there is a scholarly 
repudiation of all solemn authority, and it is being 
taught daily that ‘The Decalogue is no more sacred 
than a syllabus’; that the home, as an institution, is 
doomed; that there are no absolute evils; that ‘Im- 
morality is simply an act in contravention of so- 
ciety’s accepted standards’; that ‘Democracy is a 
failure and the Declaration of Independence only 
spectacular rhetoric’; that ‘Moral precepts are pass- 
ing shibboleths’ ; that conceptions of right and wrong 
are as unstable as styles of dress; that wide stair- 
ways are open between social levels but that to the 
climber children are encumbrances; that the sole 
effect of prolificacy is to fill tiny graves, and that 
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there can be and are holier alliances outside the 
marriage bond than within it. Every quoted senti- 
ment is from the spoken or written word of some 
one of the leading and famous professors of the great 
colleges, and the colleges carrying such new and 
revolutionary creeds are not the minor schools but 
those vaster seminaries such as Harvard, Yale, 
Princeton, Universities of Pennsylvania, Chicago, 
Columbia, Syracuse, California, George Washington, 
William and Mary, Northwestern, New York, lowa, 
Kansas, Michigan, Wisconsin, Cornell, Brown, Le- 
land Stanford, Union, Nebraska and others.”’ 

What will the harvest be? And Harvard, Yale, 
Princeton, Brown, Leland Stanford and Chicago 
were established by Christian men and their money. 

If the Church is wise it will recognize that the 
greatest urgency of this age is the ‘‘ Rightly dividing 
the word of truth’’ that Paul enjoined upon Tim- 
othy, for it will do no violence to either the spir- 
itual or literal in God’s Word and plan for human- 
ity. 

The parables, symbols and allegories of the Word 
will all give emphasis to the literal and spiritual 
lessons that the Holy Ghost wished to teach us. 

To believe in and expect at any time the second 
coming of Christ as a glorious reigning King, who 
will introduce the thousand years of righteous world- 
wide conditions, does not eclipse a single ray of 
light and joy that we should have in the great spiri- 
tual lessons taught by the life, sufferings, death, 
burial, resurrection and ascension of our precious 
Lord. 
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His second coming does no violence to the great 
truth of our now ever-present Lord—‘‘Lo, I am with 
you always.’’ 

As we observed in the last lesson, the first com- 
ing of Jesus was not regarded as accomplished be- 
cause He had come many times to the men of old, or 
that He was with Israel in the ‘‘Ark of God’’ for 
many centuries at a time. Glorious the thought, 
and true to the Word, the teaching that Jesus spiri- 
tually has ever remained with the Church. 

But it is as true also that bodily and visibly He 
did ‘‘go away’’ and that in ‘‘like manner”’ shall He 
return. 

That there is a spiritual death and burial unto sin 
and a spiritual resurrection and newness of life in 
Christ, is never intended to exhaust the teaching of 
the Word as to the resurrection at the time of 
Christ’s coming in the air. 

That the Lord reigns and has set up the principles 
of His kingdom in the hearts of His true children, is 
never intended to exhaust the teachings of His world- 
wide rulership in a literal, as well as a spiritual way. 

Who can reasonably think that: 

Matthew 18:20: ‘‘For where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them’’ is to exhaust that other promise in 
Matthew 24:27: ‘‘For as the lightning cometh out 
of the east and shineth even unto the west, so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man be,’’ or verses 29 
and 30 of the same chapter: ‘‘ Immediately after the 
tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened 
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars 
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shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken, and then shall appear the sign of 
the Son of man in heaven, and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven, with 
power and great glory.”’ 

In the spiritual sense He has been meeting the 
“‘two’’ and ‘‘three’’ for more than 1,900 years, but 
in that glorious literal sense, He has not yet come, 
notwithstanding Russell’s statement that He came 
in 1874. 

No man ever had a deeper appreciation of the 
spiritual significance of all that can be associated 
with the cross, resurrection, life and fellowship with 
Christ than did Paul, and no one more than he 
taught, and believed in, the literal second coming 
of Christ. 

We must never overlook the fact that the king- 
dom of Christ is first spiritual and second literal, 
but that the spiritual is never intended to exhaust 
the literal, any more than our intellectual and spiri- 
tual is to exhaust our physical. 

Paul spoke wisely when he said (1 Cor. 2:2): 
“‘For I determined not to know anything among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and him erucified.’’ He well 
knew that this was the basis of all the desirable 
future and so must be made first in all his teachings. 

He gave his special emphasis to the foundation of 
his ‘‘Blessed Hope’’ of Christ’s coming again. 
1 Corinthians 15:13: ‘‘But if there be no resurrec- 
‘tion of the dead, then is Christ not risen, and your 
faith is vain.’’ 


OUR LORD’S RETURN 59 


18: ‘Then they also which are fallen asleep in 
Christ are perished.’’ 

19; “‘If in this life only we have hope in Christ, 
we are of all men most miserable.’’ 

20: ‘‘But now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the first fruits of them that slept.’’ 

23: ‘“But every man in his own order, Christ the 
first fruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his 
coming.’’ The ‘‘coming again’’ is the climax of 
Paul’s text, ‘‘Christ crucified.’ 

What can be more certain than that Paul based 
the resurrection of the dead and all associated with 
it upon Christ’s death and resurrection? 

Our redemption, forgiveness and cleansing from 
sin and reconciliation unto God, by the blood of 
Christ, and the walk in our newness of life in Christ 
must ever be held as fundamental to all else (Col. 
1:14, 20; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19; 1 John 1:7; Rom. 3: 25). 
But was our Lord concerned only in giving to the 
world a spiritual foundation? Could a_ builder 
satisfy himself with foundations? Foundations are 
in order to completed temples, and Paul had this in 
mind when he prayed (1 Thess. 5:23): ‘*And the 
very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray 
God your whole spirit and soul and body be pre- 
served blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.’’ 

The spiritual drink and food that comes to us by 
His blood and body is not complete in its end, short 
of our being raised up in the last day by His 
triumphant resurrection and life (John 6: 53-56). 

We are to see Him first bearing our sins, but hav- 
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ing nailed them to the cross, we are to see Him 
again coming without sin as our complete deliverer. 

Hebrews 9:28: ‘‘So Christ was once offered to 
bear the sins of many, and unto them that look for 
him shall he appear the second time without sin unto 
salvation.’’ 

The child of God loses a most glorious vision who 
only sees Christ as his sin-bearing Saviour. May 
the Lord help him to look up also to his coming 
glorious Lord, who by His life and power rescues our 
bodies, as He has our spirits, from the grip of sin 
and death. 

If you have had your spiritual resurrection then 
do as Paul urged (Col. 3:1-4): ‘‘If ye then be 
risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 

“*Set your affections on things above, not on things 
on the earth. 

‘‘Wor ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ 
in God. 

‘When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 
shall ye also appear with him in glory.’’ 

That you are asked to be true to the literal teach- 
ings of Christ’s coming reign on earth is not in- 
tended to supplant in your thought any great moral 
and spiritual privilege in our crucified Lord, or in 
any way change your vision of the spiritual. It is 
only that your vision may be broadened and your 
scriptures readjusted to the more comprehensive 
Word teachings. 

The two great thoughts in the Seriptures—the 
spiritual and literal—must be properly related or we 
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will have confused thoughts and ridiculous eonclu- 
sions; all of which finally lead to doubt and distrust 
of the entire. 

The perfect note in an instrument is sweet to the 
ear when it is properly related in the keyboard, but 
out of its place, it is but a note of discord and 
distress. 

Any attitude to the various teachings of the Bible 
that does not inspire faith, obedience, self-denial, 
and active service—that does not promote in us love, 
charity, purity, patience, veracity and all the divine 
graces, and that does not believe in, ‘‘desire,’’? and 
“groan for,’’ the coming of our Lord, when our 
mortality shall be swallowed up of life, is indeed an 
attitude somehow out of tune with the spirit and 
life of the great Apostle who said (Phil. 3: 13-14): 
‘“Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended, 
but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.’’ 

For what was he pressing? Verses 20, 21: ‘‘For 
our conversation is in heaven, from whence also we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
shall change our vile body that it may be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body, according to the working 
whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto 
himself.’’ 

The faith that does not begin with the eross and 
shed blood is a faith not worth developing, but the 
faith that does have its beginning in that fount of 
cleansing should never stop its triumphs till it has 
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reached its glorious end which is so beautifully ex- 
pressed in 1 Peter 1:8, 9, 13: *‘Whom having not 
seen, ye love; whom though now ye see him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory; receiving the end of your faith, even the 
salvation of your souls. Wherefore gird up the loins 
of your mind, be sober and hope to the end for the 
grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ.”’ 

The building is to rise far above its foundation, 
but if it is to abide it must never separate itself from 
the foundation. 

It must be remembered also that while the founda- 
tion principles of the atonement and the regenera- 
tion of the heart are of first importance, yet, having 
planted ourselves upon this foundation, we are not 
at the conclusion of responsibilities—only at their 
beginning. 

Jesus has laid the foundation, and we, as members 
of the body of Christ, have planted our faith upon 
it and at once become builders, and in this building 
we are instructed to use gold, silver and precious 
stones, if we would avoid loss when ‘‘the fire shall 
try every man’s work.”’ 

The other day the government inspectors dis- 
covered that a certain shipbuilder in San Francisco 
had placed in the ship steel inferior to that author- 
ized, and just a few days later, the governor of our 
state, in comment on the matter, said: ‘‘Any man 
guilty of being responsible for putting defective 
steel into ships endangers the lives of thousands of 
young American sailors and should be placed against 
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a wall to face the firing squad. Any person guilty 
of putting ground glass or poison in candy, to reach 
the soldier or sailor boys of the country, should be 
shot down like a dog.’’ 

We recognize our responsibility as to the material 
that is to go into our ships that are to stand the test 
of war, but we, as professed Christians, so often give 
little concern to the sort of material we are using in 
our every-day building, that must finally stand the 
test of the judgment fire. 

If we ‘‘shoot down like a dog’’ the man who would 
put ground glass in candy what shall God do in the 
judgment with those who have mixed poison in the 
Word of God, and then flooded the world with it, as 
has been done, not only by Mr. Russell and Mrs. 
Eddy, but by thousands of ministers, theological 
professors and university manipulators? 

What shall be said of those of us who are inclined 
to subvert the real meaning of the Scriptures, and 
so accommodate them to our carnal desires? 

What shall be the result of spiritualizing the literal 
and literalizing the spiritual to the setting aside of 
either, or possibly both? 

I shall notice some of these results in our next 
lesson, as we may read them in history. 


LESSON V 
THE DOCTRINE AS SEEN IN HISTORY 


E now wish to consider the premillennial 

\ N | and imminent coming of Christ, as a 

doctrine, in its effect upon the Church 
and civic life in general. In this search we must go 
into history. 

It is agreed by every authority of note, of which 
I have been able to learn, that the early Church for 
nearly three hundred years was, in its regarded 
orthodox leadership, solidly premillennial in faith. 

So general was this faith that those who ques- 
tioned the second coming were not regarded as true 
believers in Christ, or considered Christians. 

Justin Martyr, who has always been regarded as 
one of the most learned and devout defenders of the 
Christian faith of the second century, in answering 
Trypho the Jew of Ephesus who asked: ‘‘Do you 
confess that this place, Jerusalem, shall be rebuilt 
and your people be congregated and rejoice together 
with Christ and the Patriarchs and Prophets?’’ re- 
plied: ‘‘I confessed to you before that I and many 
others besides do believe, as you well know, this shall 
be. On the other hand, I have also signified to you 
that many who are not of the pure and pious faith 
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of the Christians do not confess this. They are 
ealled Christians, indeed, but are godless, impious 
heretics, because they teach doctrines that in every 
respect are blasphemous, atheistic, foolish. They do 
not confess this, but dare to blaspheme the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and say there is no 
resurrection of the dead. Do not imagine that these 
are Christians. But I and others, who are orthodox 
on all points, know there will be a resurrection from 
the dead and a thousand years in Jerusalem, built 
again, broadened and adorned as the Prophets 
Ezekiel, Isaiah, and others declare. A certain man 
among us, of the name of John, one of the Apostles 
of Christ, in a revelation which he had, prophesied 
that they who were faithful to our Messiah would ac- 
complish a thousand years in Jerusalem, and after 
this the general, and to speak concisely, the final 
resurrection and judgment of all the world takes 
place.’’ 

The fact that the only possible exception for three 
hundred years after Christ, which may be found in 
Origen, who during the third century began the 
method of spiritualizing these teachings of our 
Lord’s return, is most significant. 

Of the early Church Mosheim says: ‘‘The prevail- 
ing opinion that Christ was to come and reign a 
thousand years among men before the final dissolu- 
tion of the world had met with no opposition until 
the time of Origen.’’ 

Schaff, speaking of the early Church, says: ‘‘The 
most striking point is: The belief of a visible reign 
af Christ in glory on earth with the risen saints for 
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a thousand years before the general resurrection and 
judgment.”’ 

Bishop Newton says: ‘‘The doctrine of the Millen- 
nium was generally believed in the first three and 
purest centuries.’’ 

John Wesley, in his comment on the early Church, 
says: ‘‘They were contemporary with the Apostles 
themselves. We cannot therefore doubt but what 
they deliver to us the pure doctrines of the Gospel. 
They were themselves men of eminent character in 
the Church—of consummate piety. Such reason 
have we to look on the writings of these holy men 
as containing the pure, uncorrupted doctrine of 
Christ.’’ 

Of course we cannot claim for these men infalli- 
bility in interpretations but in all reason we must 
give them eredit of purity of purpose, and first ad- 
vantage in opportunity to know the mind and spirit 
of Christ and the Apostles. 

We must especially give weight to the spirit and 
life of the Church as it throbbed under the ‘‘ Hope’’ 
of their Lord’s return. Who ever toiled and pressed 
the work of Christ’s spiritual reign as did these men 
who believed in His literal coming and reign? They 
were not carnal contenders and warriors, yet they 
contended in heart and brain, for the ‘‘faith once 
delivered to the saints,’’ and sealed their faith and 
sincerity with their lives which they did not count 
dear unto themselves in comparison with the faith 
of Christ. 

Barabbas was stoned to death by the Jews; 

Clement of Rome was drowned by Trajan; 
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Ignatius was thrown to the lions; 

Polycarp died at the martyr’s stake. 

These, with Justin Martyr, martyred 163 a. p., and 
the other fathers of the early Church for nearly 
three hundred years, were of one accord as to the 
premillennial coming of our Lord, and so long as 
this was taught and believed in, Satan had his hands 
full to overcome their good service of evangelism and 
constructive educational work. 

The departure from the faith, we have already 
noticed, came as a result of a general breaking down 
in faith, in so much that even the resurrection was 
denied ; and further found special expression in the 
writings of Origen, who reduced the literal teaching 
to the mere spiritual coming of Christ. 

It is now for us to briefly consider the results of 
the departure from the literal, as it affected both the 
literal and spiritual of the Word as being of any 
real vital authority in the Church after a. p. 325, 
which is the real date of the birth of Roman 
Catholicism. 

Constantine, seeing the growth of the Church be- 
coming so overwhelming, ended the persecutions 
against it from 272-337. He is listed as a ‘‘half 
Pagan and half Christian,’’ but evidently he was a 
full fledged politician who knew how to play for the 
support of all parties. He served Christianity to 
make Christianity serve him. He should be given 
credit for any good done, as we credit many of the 
politicians of to-day for their work for prohibition in 
order for votes, but we must ever hold in mind that 
the unregenerated nature of men and nations is 
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going to regard treaties and Bibles as ‘‘scraps of 
paper’’ when they hinder their personal ambitions. 
Rome wanted to Romanize everything in and out of 
sight. And anything that she could not finally use 
she proceeded to crush. How true to some things 
we can see in sections of the world at present! 

Because the belief in the thousand years’ literal 
reign of Christ on the earth was still so strong in 
the Church the doctrine of the Millennium was re- 
tained by the council at Nice 325 a. p. But it was 
soon found that this was not conducive to the spirit 
of selfishness by which carnal ambitious men could 
hope to manipulate church and state affairs. 

Christianity now becoming the state religion 
opened the way for the corrupt political life of Rome 
through her wealth, to assault and ravish every 
vestige of purity and loyalty to any thought or 
rulership in this world other than that of Rome’s 
making. 

The first act of corruption was to amend the 
Scriptures as to the literal coming again of Christ 
as Lord, King and Judge. 

They could not avoid the teachings of the Old 
Testament as to the glorious kingdom of our Lord; 
but this they could have more easily spiritualized but 
for the fact of the Book of Revelation, that had come 
after the time of Jesus and the Apostles—except 
John—to confirm, reémphasize and declare the fact 
of the thousand years’ reign of Christ on earth as 
King of Kings. 

To set aside the objectionable Book was no small 
task, and it took time to do it. The council of Nice 
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had to be amended and this was done by populariz- 
ing the ideas of Origen and Dionysius, and the newer 
‘‘higher eritics’’ of the now rich Church. 

The campaign was successful, for at the Laodicean 
Council in 360 a. p. the Book of Revelation was of- 
ficially excommunicated. The last gate to the 
‘‘broad way’’ was opened wide, and the speed limit 
made a thing of the past. 

Constantine is deified and so the state pleased. 
The Church is enriched, popularized and compli- 
mented by recognizing the Pope as the viceroy of 
Christ and spiritual ruler of all the earth, and by 
this flattery many who could have defied lions, 
dungeons, and martyrs’ fires were caused to enroll 
with the ‘‘higher ecritics’’ of the day. 

The literal reign of Christ is disposed of; and 
what shall we say of the spiritual reign also? As to 
this we may judge by two of the new teachings of 
the ‘‘great’’? Church: 

1. ‘‘It is an act of virtue to deceive and lie, when 
by that means the interests of the Church may be 
promoted.’’ 

2. ‘‘Errors in religion when maintained and ad- 
hered to after proper admonition are punishable 
with civil penalties and corporal torture.’’ 

Is it any wonder we have the beginning of ‘‘dark 
ages’’? Of torture, rapine, and the martyrdom of 
millions of innocent and helpless people? 

Is it any wonder that a church that could so 
debauch itself by worldly alliances would be ready 
to go any length in self-gratification? 

The faith in the second coming of Christ and holi- 
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ness of life has been driven into the Alps, as in case 
of the Waldenses who refused to spiritualize away 
the Millennium and with whom the light of holiness 
continued to shine. 

Ignorance and superstition is the order for the 
people in general—‘‘Only one in a thousand could 
read, and one in two thousand could write,’’ says 
one historian. ‘‘There was no vice which was not 
prevalent among the clergy and in the monasteries; 
and immorality passed from them to the people.’’ 

‘‘Permits to indulge in adultery were sold.’’ 
‘‘The convents of the capital were houses of ill- 
fame.’’ ‘‘Clergy were licensed to live in concu- 
binage.’’ ‘‘Eleven thousand priests paid a bishop 
a regular tax for the privilege of immoral relations 
with women.’’ ‘‘Monks and nuns of neighbouring 
convents lived in open sin with one another, and the 
bishops of Rome lived in open concubinage, while the 
people made no objection, thinking it would save 
their wives and daughters at the confessional.”’ 

‘‘Lying, extortion, drunkenness, profanity, and 
immorality covered the earth.’’ 

These are but a few quotations from the great 
historians. Is it any wonder a church like this 
should repudiate a Book that dared to say: 

Revelation 2:5: ‘‘Remember therefore from 
whence thou art fallen; and repent and do the first 
works; or else I will come unto thee quickly and 
remove thy candlestick out of his place except thou 
repent.’’ 

Most natural that the Laodicean Council should 
smart under, and wish to discredit, as it did: 
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Revelation 3: 14-18: ‘‘ And unto the angel of the 
church of the Laodiceans write: These things saith 
the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the be- 
ginning of the creation of God; I know thy works 
that thou art neither cold nor hot; I would thou 
wert cold or hot. So then because thou art luke- 
warm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee 
out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, 
and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; 
and knowest not that thou art wretched and miser- 
able, and poor, and blind, and naked; I counsel thee 
to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest 
be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be 
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not 
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that 
thou mayest see. As many as I love, I rebuke and 
chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.’’ 

Yes the message of the Revelation is ‘an outcast. 
The coming Christ as a literal hope is gone; but 
pray tell us, what else of the Christ did the Church 
of Rome retain? 

Regeneration and salvation by faith are gone. The 
Sermon on the Mount is gone. There is neither the 
spirit nor letter of any book of the Bible left. 

They prayed to Mary, worshipped saints, vener- 
ated relics, deified kings and made the Pope to be 
God who was addressed as: ‘‘Our Lord God, the 
Pope.’’ 

Instead of the mighty angel seen by John, ‘‘ whose 
face was as it were the sun,’’ and who stood with 
one foot on the land and one foot on the sea, we see 
a great painting of the Pope standing with one foot 
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on the land and the other on the sea. He holds in 
his right hand a key, opening heaven, and in his left 
hand another, opening hell. And the note under- 
neath reads: ‘‘In thy hand I behold the empire of 
earth, and sea, and heaven.’’ 

With such a ‘‘corner’’ on the Bible, is it any won- 
der that this Church could sell indulgences and live 
in adultery and slay their millions of true believers; 
for who was there to say ‘‘nay,’’ especially when 
the Pope held the key to hell into which he would 
cast the one who dared to claim, or attribute, glory 
and power to other than the Church of Rome? 

Revelation 20:4 must have been irritating: ‘‘ And 
I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the 
witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which 
had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, 
or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years.’’ Though the text did not 
refer to that time, but a later, yet how could a 
church not think of herself that lived as T. DeWitt 
Talmage put it: 

‘fA church that burned John Oldeastle, and 
scattered the ashes of Wycliffe, and massacred the 
Waldenses, and roasted over slow fires Nicholas 
Ridley, and had medals struck in honour of St. 
Bartholomew’s massacre, and took God’s dear chil- 
dren and cut out their tongues, and poured hot lead 
into their ears, and tore out their nails with pincers, 
and let water fall upon their heads until it wore 
to their brain, and wrenched bodies limb from limb, 
and into the wine press of its wrath threw the red 
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elusters of a million human hearts, till under the 
trampling of their feet the blood foamed to the lips 
of the imperial chalices’’ (communion cups). 

The spiritual and allegorical is so much more con- 
venient to such conditions than the literal. Jeremiah 
23:5: ‘‘I will raise unto David a righteous Branch 
and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth.’’ 

Luke 1: 32-33: ‘‘He shall be great, and shall be 
ealled the Son of the Highest ; and the Lord God shall 
give unto him the.throne of his father David; and 
he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there shall be no end.’’ 

Twenty doctors in Origen’s time under the al- 
legorical method, it is said, ‘‘expounded one text in 
twenty different ways.”’ 

Be assured the Church of Rome cared not if each 
““Dr.’’ should have had two or more interpretations 
so long as they did not conflict with the Millennium 
of Rome. 

For the Pope is the ruler of the earth to whom all 
kings should bow, and with which the affairs of this 
world should close, for the end of the world or 
Miliennium would come in 1000 a. p. as she pre- 
tended to believe, and which pretension put the 
Church in good position for money making as is ex- 
pressed by one writer: 

““ Crafty Rome taught that the earth would be 
destroyed in 1000 a. p. During the period between 
950 and 1000 a. p. great numbers of rich landowners 
were persuaded by Rome to convey their estates to 
the Chureh in exchange for the pardon of their 
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sins. By this stratagem Rome became immensely 
rich. It seemed as though she would own the world. 
The estates were not returned when they found the 
world outlasted the 1,000 years. The Church at 
this time was in possession of probably one-half of 
the lands of Europe.”’ 

But what has all this to do with the second coming 
of Christ? Surely you would not have us believe 
that all who do not accept the premillennial and 
imminent coming of Christ are as the Church of 
Rome? No, not as that Church at her foulest cor- 
ruption—only like that Church perhaps at her earli- 
est questioning and doubt. But may they not go, 
as Rome, from questioning to final active opposition, 
misinterpretation and repudiation, of all parts of 
the Word that cannot be reduced to the carnal 
ambitions of the corrupted heart? 

I am sure there are many ministers to-day who 
are men of God,—deeply spiritual in all their service 
and devotions and yet who do not accept the pre- 
millennial idea. I account for this in the fact that 
the great majority have never given the question 
any earnest, independent, prayerful study. They 
are not clear as to what they believe, or why they 
believe it. They have drawn the line against the 
entire question because they have heard of the ex- 
travagance sometimes associated with it, forgetting 
that it is the devil’s chief business to bring disrepute 
upon every precious doctrine of the Bible. 

T must contend, however, that the safety of the 
Church lies in its fidelity to the literal, as also to the 
spiritual, in the Word, and that he who spiritualizes 
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the literal, or conversely, is not fully armoured 
against the ‘‘wiles of the devil.’’ 

To say, even if the spirit of it were true in any 
sense, that ‘‘the sole reference to the Millennium 
(Rev. 20: 1-8) is not such as to warrant a theological 
dogma”’ is the first step that undoubtedly led the 
Chureh of Rome to its end. 

Why do I believe this? For the reason that when 
this Church found herself—as she did partially by 
Luther and others—she began her new life at the 
exact point where she had departed from it—a full 
faith in the spiritual and literal reign of Christ. 

1. Regeneration and salvation by faith. 

2. The second and imminent coming of Christ who 
should bring the world to judgment, and usher in 
the Millennium. 

Martin Luther hastened the publication of one of 
his books, fearing the coming of the Lord before it 
was finished. 

We should like to quote from the fathers of the 
Reformation, but we cannot take the time more than 
to mention a few of the names of men who began 
where the early Church left off when it paganized 
itself in order to Christianize the pagans. 

Wycliffe, who translated the Bible into English, 
but for which in 1428 his body was dug up and 
burned, preached the second coming. 

Huss and Jerome burned at the stake. 

Oldcastle, an English lord, hung with chains and 
slowly roasted to death. 

William Tyndale strangled and burned to death at 
the stake 1536. 
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John Bradford, Chaplain to Edward VI, who said: 
‘*Covet not the things that are in this world, but 
long for the coming of the Lord Jesus, whose coming 
is now at hand,’’ for which faith he burned at the 
stake 1555. 

Latimer and Ridley, in the same year with Brad- 
ford, were burned to death. | 

The next year Thomas Cranmer, the Hebrew, 
Greek, Latin, French, German and Italian scholar 
sealed his faith in the coming Lord with his life 
at the stake. 

This week there came to my hand an address, 
delivered before a ministerial association, of an old 
time friend of mine who complains as follows: 

“If any man feels constrained to construct a 
theory of the ‘Second coming’ for his own use, he 
should not be dogmatic and seek to force it upon 
other men and upon the Church, which is certainly 
out of harmony with the spirit of the Christian 
religion.’’ 

This friend says: ‘‘The thousand years are to be 
understood symbolically.’’ So says Christian Sci- 
ence, Russellism, and all ‘‘higher critics,’’ and so 
said the Church of Rome who forced its symbolism 
upon other men with a vengeance. 

While the premillennialists have not been entirely 
free from error, yet with them has always been 
safeguarded, more than with any other class, all that 
is truly spiritual in the Word. 

This good friend whom I regard highly as a de- 
voted minister and educator makes the follow- 
ing statement as to why the literal in the Bible 
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is urged by those who hold to the ‘‘second com- 
ing.’’ 

“*Perhaps it is becoming plain that the spiritual 
view virtually vacates the arguments of the pre- 
millennialist. It is a different program with much 
less machinery to keep lubricated and in repair.’’ 

I wonder if my friend ever considered the class 
of people with whom have rested the best type of 
spiritual ‘‘lubrication’’ in the past, as also in the 
present. 

How do the first 300 years compare with the next 
thousand ? 

How do the days of Reformation between 1500 and 
1650 compare with the Church of Rome from 325 
to 1490? And with the formalism and relapse from 
the ‘‘second coming’’ from about 1600 to the days 
of Wesley, when again blazed forth the faith of the 
martyrs, that Christ might soon come again? 

Who, with fair intelligence and knowledge of 
ehureh history, could claim for a moment that 
spiritual ‘‘lubrication’’ has rested principally with 
the Anti-Chiliasm? That the Church of Rome was 
better ‘‘lubricated’’ than the fathers of the first 
and second century? That the popular churches of 
to-day whose pastors are so largely ‘‘higher critics’’ 
are better ‘‘lubricated’’ than were such men as 
Moody, McNeill, Spurgeon, Newton, Whitefield, Buf- 
field, Milton, Bunyan, Phebe Palmer, Taylor, Pier- 
son, and hosts of others who have gone on before? 
And may we not mention a few who are yet among 
us, such as: Robert E. Speer, J. Wilbur Chapman, 
Rk. A. Torrey, G. Campbell Morgan, I. M. Haldeman, 
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W. E. Beiderwolf, ‘‘Billy’’ Sunday, J. M. Gray, C. I. 
Seofield, A. C. Gaebelein, W. E. Blackstone. There 
are scores of others I should like to mention whose 
spiritual ‘‘lubrication’’ cannot be questioned, but I 
close the list by naming Bishop N. Castle, Drs. 
W. B. Hinson, H. A. Ironside and Mark A. Mathews, 
who are well known as among the greatest spiritual 
lights of the Pacific Coast. 

The men and women who have honoured in their 
faith the ‘‘literal’’ of the Word have been the men 
and women first in service, and first to stand for, 
and safeguard, all of the truly spiritual in the 
teachings of the Bible. 

Yet, with all that history reveals of the conditions, 
and the men, associated with the doctrine of Christ’s 
bodily reappearing in this world as Lord and King, 
how strange that the editor of one of the leading 
religious weeklies should say—‘‘ We think that hardly 
anything is fraught with more danger to the cause 
of the Kingdom of Christ than this belief in His 
bodily reappearing and constant setting of dates and 
times of His appearing.’’ 

In the first place, it is strange that this editor 
should so flagrantly be guilty of the abomination of 
hitching to his ‘‘plow’’ an ‘‘ass’’ with an ‘‘ox,’’ or 
a falsehood with a truth. It is true the men to 
whom he referred—the English and American 
brethren who gave a call for the careful study of the 
Second Coming of Christ—believed in ‘* His bodily 
reappearing,’’ but it is false that any one of them 
had ever been guilty of ‘‘ setting of dates and times 
of His appearing.’’ 
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Again this editor, referring to the class of brethren 
whose names we have mentioned as teachers of 
Christ’s second coming, charges them with ‘‘sitting 
gazing at the skies awaiting Christ’s appearing, while 
others are busy trying to build up the Kingdom of 
Christ in the earth.’’ Practically saying that J. 
Wilbur Chapman, Stuart Holden, R. A. Torrey, 
Robert E. Speer, F. B. Meyer, C. I. Scofield, A. C. 
Gaebelein, G. Campbell Morgan (as well as the de- 
parted Charles H. Spurgeon, Horatio Bonar and 
D. L. Moody), and a host of others in their class, are 
““sitting gazing at the skies,’’ while our editorial 
friend, together with a certain university professor 
who agrees that ‘‘this view’’ (Christ’s Second Com- 
ing) ‘‘is a dangerous religious movement,’’ and 
others of their class, are having to do all the work 
of building up the Kingdom of Christ on earth. 

Is it possible that these men are sincere in their 
statements? Iam sure they are not right. That a 
few, in the past, have made the mistake of ‘‘setting 
dates’’—though not one of those referred to in the 
editorial—yet were they more mistaken and ‘‘dan- 
gerous’’ to our national welfare than was the pacifist 
school that just before 1914 was urging that war 
was a thing of the past and that we were even then 
entering into the Millennium, and in celebration of 
which a number of leading men of America gathered 
up a lot of old swords and had them made into 
souvenir plowshares for coat lapels and paper- 
weights. Were not these men of ‘‘wisdom”’ (1 Cor. 
1: 7-21) a little premature and as mistaken as were 
some of the ‘‘Millerites’? and ‘‘Adventists’’? 
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And were they not even more dangerous to our 
country’s protection? Does not history prove that 
the- world’s real danger lies in the spirit that would 
set aside the final authority of the Word of God and 
Jesus Christ who has said—‘‘I will come again.’’ 


LESSON VI 
THE CURRENT MILLENNIAL IDEA 


HE current millennial idea, as related to the 

teachings of Christ, and observed in world- 

wide progress, is to command our thought 

for two lessons. That we may be entirely clear as 

to the present church idea as to the ‘‘Second Com- 

ing’’ and Millennium, I quote from various promi- 
nent writers: 

1. ‘‘The current idea concerning the Millennium 
is that, by the process of evolution, the world is to 
be made better gradually; that the Gospel is the 
leaven that leaveneth the whole lump and the world 
is the lump, and the process will ultimately end in 
the complete conversion of all men and women of 
the earth and it will become so righteous that Jesus 
will be drawn back to the earth to establish His 
kingdom’’ (French E. Oliver). 

2. ‘‘Its teaching is that the world is constantly 
growing better. There may, at times, be backward 
movements in the world’s progress, like eddies in a 
river’s current, but its onward march is toward the 
golden age. Not a few persons believe that the 
Church is to conquer the world; that all, or nearly 
all, mankind will finally be converted to Christianity 
before the Lord comes. There are many to-day who 
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think that man, himself, will bring about the 
Millennium by means of his innate goodness, wisdom, 
genius and increasing power over nature’’ (John 
K. Reed). 

3. ‘They seek to make the world better, to purify 
society, to set up the kingdom while the King is 
away; to transform the King, Himself, into an in- 
visible, ethereal, spiritual presence; to give Him a 
bride in outward glory and splendour, but never 
allowing the bride, during all the while of her 
associations with Him in His universal reign, to 
eatch one glimpse of the Bridegroom’s face, or behold 
the outline of a Kingly form’’ (I. M. Haldeman). 

The three quotations being from men not in 
sympathy with the program as indicated, might be 
regarded as not fair in their interpretations of the 
current church idea, so we give two other quotations, 
one of which is by Daniel Whitby of England, gen- 
erally regarded as the father of these modern ideas, 
the other from Professor Beckwith. Dr. Whitby 
says: 

1. ‘‘The first resurrection is a revival of the 
cause, principles, doctrines, character and spirit of 
the early martyrs and saints. It is ecclesiastical, 
spiritual and national. 

2. ‘‘It lies in the future. The Millennium will be 
preceded by triumph over Papal Antichrist and the 
conversion of the Mohammedan world. 

3. ‘‘Satan no longer deceives; the doctrines of the 
martyrs and their spirit are revived like that of Elias 
in John the Baptist. 

4, ‘The Church will flourish and Holiness will 
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triumph for a thousand years. The world will enjoy 
paradisial blessedness with martyrs and saints in 
Heaven sympathizing with its Joy. The triumph on 
earth will be universal.’’ 

Professor Beckwith says: 

1. ‘Through Christian agencies the Gospel gradu- 
ally permeates the entire world and becomes im- 
measurably more effective than at present. 

2. ‘This condition thus reached will continue for 
a thousand years. . 

3. ‘The Jews will be converted either at the 
beginning or some time during this period. 

4. ‘‘Following will be a brief apostasy and terrible 
conflict of Christian and evil forces. 

5. ‘‘Finally and simultaneously there will occur 
the advent of Christ, general resurrection, judgment, 
the old world destroyed by fire, and the new earth 
will be revealed.”’ 

These ideas are beautifully presented and I think 
I could at once subscribe to them, but for at least 
two reasons: First, that they do not appeal to me as 
practical and I cannot see any warrant, in the 1,900 
years of church history, that things have been work- 
ing hopefully toward that glorious goal. All this, and 
very much more, I could, and would, at once waive 
but for the second reason, which is really my only 
reason for not accepting the program of Rev. Whitby 
and Professor Beckwith, which is,—the scheme does 
not have the stamp of the Word of God. 

The large majority of our evangelical ministers, 
when referring to the final triumphs of the kingdom 
at all, are preaching the sense of the above, as I 
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have, in a slight way, done myself—for at least two 
reasons: First—We had heard and read it so much 
that we thought it strictly correct. Second—Our 
own hearts’ desire was strong in behalf of the un- 
converted world; we had prayed, paid, and wept 
for the saving of all men, and should not such un- 
selfish desires be equivalent to the promise of the 
Word that it should be so? Was it not a holy 
desire to see the Church grow more spiritual, un- 
selfish and completely triumphant in getting this 
world in such a glorious condition that the Lord 
should find pleasure in coming back to it? 

I think the desire was good and commendable, but 
I must remember that Jesus desired, prayed and 
wept for the salvation of Jerusalem, yet He recog- 
nized the fact that Jerusalem ‘‘would not.’’ Paul 
said: ‘‘For I could wish that myself were accursed 
from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen, according 
to the flesh,’’ yet, for the reason he knew they would 
not believe his gospel, he turned to the Gentiles. 
The wish may be commendable and even prayed and 
worked for, yet the guarantee of its realization in 
the Scripture may not be found, especially according 
to our program. 

The world, and even the Church, is great on 
programs, but we must be profoundly impressed 
during these days that it takes more than men with 
ink and paper to make programs that will stick. 
Programs that amount to anything worth while are 
the announcement of what is known the conditions 
will bring forth, and not in every respect what we, 
or the Lord, might desire. 
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The reason I have faith in the announcements of 
the Word of God is that God made them, and, if the 
order of things seems unreasonable, we must charge 
the fault to unreasonable humanity and not to the 
announced order. We will not forget, however, that 
programs will finally be concluded by the Almighty. 
As He has brought several to a close in the past, so 
in the future the time will come when the heavens 
will reveal Him who shall come in ‘‘the power and 
the glory and the honour,’’ and whose right it is to 
reign and to establish without further debate a world 
monarchy of absolute justice, mercy, and truth, with 
prosperity, peace and world-wide good will, that 
shall last a thousand years before interruption. 

But where, in the teachings of our Lord and the 
Apostles, do we have the authority for the Whitby 
and Beckwith hypotheses—so strange they do not 
give us the chapter and verse—at least one or two, 
for so exact and definite a program? Is it a fact 
we are in the midst of that glorious Millennium 
now—even to its close? If so, what signs have we 
at present, or in the history, of such glorious condi- 
tions as a world-wide conversion? Yet, the Mil- 
lennium must be far spent, else the coming of 
Christ cannot be imminent, for according to these 
theologians Christ cannot come till the close of the 
thousand years; therefore, if we are not now in 
the millennial age there is no use looking for Him 
for over a thousand years at least, and how does 
that compare with the entire spirit and letter of 
the word to which you are having your attention 
- ealled in these lessons? 
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How near are we to the beginning of the millennial 
goal as programmed? How soon can we hope to be 
within its embrace, according to present indications, 
for we must let indications guide us, since we have 
no chapter and verse to tell of this current church 
idea? 

This is a Christian nation, we are told, but where 
is a single square mile of 500 population that could 
be credited as being all converted, and enjoying 
anything like millennial conditions? Nineteen hun- 
dred years are past and we should find ourselves well 
on the way, but who can see even in the most remote 
distance, Judging the future by the past, the mil- 
lennium as per order of Whitby and Beckwith, and 
current church ideas? 

Since we are now considering the ideas of men, 
and not the direct word teachings, let us give the 
words of others, and leave you to judge from your 
own reading and observation as to how near they 
are to the truth. 

Martin Luther: ‘‘Some say that before the latter 
days the whole world shall become Christian. This 
is a falsehood, forged by Satan, that he might darken 
- sound doctrine.”’ 

Philip Melancthon: ‘‘The true Church will always 
suffer persecution from the wicked. In the Church 
itself the good and the evil will continue blended 
together.’’ 

John Knoz, the Scottish reformer, on the prospect 
of universal reform, remarks: ‘‘It never was, nor 
yet shall be, till the righteous King and Judge 
appear for the restoration of all things . . . ,”’ 
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but, ‘‘We know that He shall return and that with 
expedition.’’ 

B. T. Roberts in 1860 said: ‘‘The professing 
Church of Jesus Christ is rapidly passing from the 
dispensation of the Holy Ghost into the dispensation 
of worldly riches. 

‘* The Chureh is in a fair way to become com- 
pletely captured by the world. The distinction be- 
tween the two is rapidly becoming obliterated. 

Perilous times are upon us. . . . Hell 
is coming to earth—it is here already.’’ (Mr. 
Roberts was hearing the guns of the Civil War— 
what would he think of the roar of the present 
hundred mile range guns?) 

‘“‘The American people should wake up to the fact 
that we are rapidly verging on the state of Anarchy.”’ 

Dr. T. DeWitt Talmage said: ‘‘Where there is 
one man brought into the Kingdom of God through 
Christian instrumentality, there are ten men dragged 
down by dissipation.”’ 

Dr. J. M. Buckley, who for a quarter of a century 
was the distinguished editor of the New York 
Christian Advocate, wrote: ‘‘The strides of the past 
fifteen years have been so rapid that there are 
actually hundreds and soon will be thousands of 
churches in America as absolutely devoid of the 
real spirit of God as they would be if they had been 
originally intended as literary and social clubs.’’ 

Josiah Strong: ‘‘Long since it became apparent 
that those who are not Christians are on the increase 
in the world.’’ 

James Johnson, secretary of the World’s Mission- 
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ary Conference in London in 1888, said: ‘‘The 
heathen and Mohammedan population of the world 
is more by 200,000,000 than it was a hundred years 
ago, while the converts and their families do not 
amount to 3,000,000. The increase of the heathen 
is, numerically, more than seventy times greater than 
that of the converts during the century of Christian 
Missions.’’ 

Some of these witnesses have not seen the mighty 
tide of progress during the last forty years, but since 
then has the world been growing better? Since then 
Russellism, Eddyism, Spiritualism, Higher Criticism, 
with their concomitants, have flooded the world. 

True it is there have been some mighty moves for 
righteousness and general world betterment—more 
Bibles printed and circulated—more money raised 
for missions, education, churches, hospitals and gen- 
eral reform movements. 

True it is that the great Peace Temple is a monu- 
ment of recent years. A host of commendable things 
have been launched and to some extent things have 
been accomplished for which we thank God and take 
courage to still press on in the fight against Sin. 
We have no disposition to depreciate what good has 
been done, or to let up in our determination by the 
help of God to still push the battle the harder for 
the rescue of all we can for the Lord’s bride; but, 
on the other hand, we have no right to close our eyes 
to actual conditions and to put on a program of 
accomplishments and millenniums, unwarranted in 
the Word of God. 

We rejoice in the ‘‘Temple of Peace’’ and every 
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great conference held in it, yet he is misinformed 
who does not know that never in the history of the 
world, during the years of that great temple, were 
there such mighty and persistent preparations for 
war which has come and still wages, and may for 
years to come, and costing in bonds issued during 
1914-18 over 155 billion of dollars as against 23 
billion, the cost of all the world’s wars for 150 
years just preceding 1914. 

Our own great ‘‘Land of the free and home of the 
brave,’’ against its will, is forced into this vortex 
of death, and since in it we go gladly to the limit of 
our every nerve and dollar to save the world, as 
best we can, from its self-destruction. It is now the 
high duty and privilege of every American to be 
true, and support with brain, brawn, bank and 
blood the ‘‘powers that be.’’ But, when all this is 
done, let us still remember that God’s Word abides 
forever and that His announced programs are the 
only ones we can depend upon as coming to pass. 

Just before the war there was a general feeling 
that war was impossible, and that everything indi- 
eated we were at the very entrance of millennial 
conditions; now, many of these same people have 
revised the basis for millennial felicity by declaring 
that the fires of the war will so purify the world’s 
atmosphere as that at its close we shall have ‘‘the 
new heavens and the new earth wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. ’’ 

What a lot of trouble and embarrassment would 
be saved if we would but let the Word be our 
guide, and where the Word does not clearly guide, 


90 TEN LESSONS ON 


then wait till further light is given before we become 
too positive as to the future. 

Let us note a little further the world’s progress 
in millennial righteousness. After giving every due 
eredit for the new mission fields, the spread of the 
Gospel, Prohibition Movement, and world-wide strug- 
gle for Democracy, all of which is so worthy, yet 
with all, what is our hope of final success outside 
of Jesus Christ in some way becoming the ‘‘ Way, 
truth and life’’ of the earth’s nations. And for 
this, what hope have we in the present manner of 
civie and ecclesiastical evolution ? 

“‘The acid test’’ is the slogan of these times, and 
in this let the test of progress be judged in its char- 
acter in the light of Matthew, chapters five, six 
and seven. You know the peerless Sermon on the 
Mount, but you may not have read it recently. At 
your earliest opportunity read it again, with the 
thought of the spirit of the world’s progress toward 
the Millennium in mind. 

When you have read those chapters, turn to 
1 Corinthians 13, and read, but do not forget world 
conditions. Then turn back to Matthew 23 and see 
whether the conditions that applied, when Jesus 
pronounced woes on the ‘‘scribes, Pharisees, hypo- 
erites, fools and blind guides,’’ could in spirit be 
applied to present-day conditions. 

What is the real basis for at least seventy-five per 
cent. of our civic and moral reform, our church 
building; educational institutions and even our 
ministry at home and abroad? 

The great prohibition movement is to-day moving 
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not so much by the influence of morality and the 
glory of Christ as by the power of the dollars that 
‘‘eommerce’’ is beginning to see will be saved to 
‘“business,’? and a very large percentage of the 
politicians are fighting for votes more than prin- 
ciple. 

What about much of the spirit back of certain 
moral corrections—here is a quotation from the | 
Religious Telescope: 


*“GeTting MrxEp’’ 


*‘Last week a Government official called about 
fifty women from the seamy side of life to address 
them regarding training camp and Federal regula- 
tions. This official told them he was not interested 
in the moral question at stake, but that the Govern- 
ment was supremely interested in the welfare of the 
soldiers and in its young men of military age, subject 
to war service. It would appear more creditable all 
around did such officers not pass discredit upon 
morality in and of itself. That a moral life is worth 
nothing except in its contribution to military force 
or physical power or money-making ability is putting 
primary value upon secondary things.’’ 

Recently I saw several notes, even editorials in our 
largest papers, as to whether a larger saving in cloth 
in bathing suits might not be possible during our 
war. May God pity society when it is willing to 
give up its last ten per cent. of decency just to save 
cloth. The suggestion may have been in levity but 
it proves, if not the first, the second, that morality is 
reduced to a joke, which is quite as bad as the first. 
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Some are banking on science as the millennial 
hope. I cannot take time to dwell here more than 
to say its hands are now in blood to the armpits, 
and I remember David was not permitted to build 
the House of God because of the blood upon him, and 
I am quite sure science will be ruled out of the 
bringing in the millennial day. 

What of education? We gave you a glimpse of 
this hope in our fourth lesson. From our colleges 
and seminaries come our ministry and ‘‘Like Priest, 
like people,’’ so this item in the world’s evolution 
must be noticed again. 

Chicago University, one of the greatest in the 
world, and founded by Christian men, is a good 
example of this progress toward the Golden Age. 
Dr. Foster, the head of the institution, says: ‘‘Man 
cannot live without science. Gone are the old ideas 
of religion; gone is the old notion of the divinity of 
the sacraments, of the efficiency of prayer, of the 
authority of the Scriptures, of the divinity of Christ ; 
gone, even, is the former view of the immortality of 
the soul, and there is, in its place, only the modern 
idea of efficiency, which emphasizes temporary suc- 
cess, and does not answer the question of the rest 
of the spiritual. Caught up in the world-agony, the 
poor soul must find rest and refuge in the very 
bosom of reality.’’ 

This is a very bold declaration, but Dr. Foster 
knew he was safe, for he was well assured in his 
broad observation that he was expressing the over- 
‘whelming spirit of this age, whether in Chicago 
University, Chicago Board of Trade, or Chicago 
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popular church life, which is but a reflection of gen- 
eral world conditions. 

Yes, more Bibles than any other book are printed 
and circulated, but there are in the spirit of the 
times, three other books that really control the 
action and oratory of our so-called ‘‘Progressive 
Age.’’ The books are not seen in stores, but some 
one of them is the subject of nearly every extolled 
orator. I refer to ‘‘Success,’’ ‘‘Social Service’’ and 
**Social Reconstruction’’; while the Bible that re- 
veals Christ, the Saviour of men, the teacher and 
expression of righteousness, the glory of God; and 
Jesus, the coming king who shall, in this world, set 
up a new order of ‘‘Success,’’ ‘‘Social Service’’ and 
‘<Social Reconstruction’’—though entirely different 
than present Word repudiators have in mind—is a 
book kept more as a charm, relic or sign of respecta- 
bility than a book of real life and authority in the 
affairs of Church, State or Nation. 

These great themes of social and political reforms 
are timely, as discussed by some who keep in view 
the Christ, the pole star to all that is really worth 
while; but when they depart from the one who 
said: ‘‘I am the way,’’ then the subject becomes 
destructive rather than helpful; and here we might 
spend an hour in pointing out most ghastly derelicts. 

If there had been any better route to the millennial 
goal than the one indicated by the Word of God, I 
am sure His all-seeing eye would have seen and in- 
corporated the same in His announcements. 

Strange that we are so slow to see that instead of 
avoiding what we think are difficulties in the Bible 
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teachings we only increase them by departure from 
the plain inspired statements. 

As example, let us turn to the millennial order as 
given by Whitby’s hypotheses: ‘The first resurrec- 
tion is a revival of the cause, principles, doctrines, 
character and spirit of the early martyrs and saints.”’ 

Note: ‘‘ Doctrines’’ are a part of this first resurrec- 
tion, and it is undisputed by any student of note of 
church history that one of the doctrines of the ‘‘ early 
martyrs and saints’’ was the literal premillennial 
and imminent coming of Christ as we observed in 
Lesson 5. 

How peculiar that Mr. Whitby should expect the 
resurrection of ‘‘the doctrines’’ of the martyrs that 
he so persistently allegorized away; but such is the 
wisdom of the world when chart, compass and star 
are lost. 

The slogan of our great missionary conventions, — 
‘““The Evangelization of the World During the 
Present Generation,’’ is commendable, and not con- 
trary to the Scriptures; but to say the world will 
actually be converted to Christ during this genera- 
tion or any other generation before the coming of 
our Lord is not Scriptural, or according to the trend 
of our age, as is suggested by such as Professor 
Walter A. Athearn in a current issue of the 
Christian Educator. Professor Athearn is well 
known in educational circles, especially in the Sun- 
day-school world, and has escaped, thus far, the 
charge of being a crank, a fanatic, or an obscurantist, 
or any other thing commonly associated with a 
literal interpretation of the Bible. He is writing 
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on ‘‘Evangelism, Education and Democracy,’’ and 
Says: 

“Sixty millions of our one hundred million 
citizens have no connection with any church. There 
are fifteen million children in this country who 
receive no religious guidance whatever. There are 
thirty-five million over ten years of age outside the 
membership of any church. There are ten thousand 
small towns west of the Missouri River in which 
Christian preaching is rarely, or never, heard. 

*“New sciences, new psychology, new wealth, new 
forms of amusement, are all factors in the decreasing 
interest in religious training. We are fast drifting 
into a cultured paganism. Unless the Church takes 
immediate steps to stem the present tide of indiffer- 
ence, luxury and commercial greed, this country will 
soon cease to be a Christian nation—if, indeed, a 
country in which three out of four of its citizens 
are without active church relations can be said to 
be a Christian nation now.’’ 


LESSON VII 
IS THE WORLD GROWING BETTER? 


AVING considered this subject in the light 

H of general conditions as seen in the various 

world activities, let us now turn to an 

authority that is higher than all human indications— 

the Bible—‘‘the word of God,’’ that ‘‘pierces even 

to the dividing asunder of Soul and Spirit, and is a 

discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart,’’ 

and before which ‘‘all things are naked and open 
unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.’’ 

It is this authority rather than what our dim eyes 
can see, or our human standards can measure, that 
must give the final word as to the character of the 
years that shall precede the Millennium. 

But for the Scriptures, we might waive all the 
appearances of present world conditions, and agree 
with many that we shall yet see the Church com- 
pletely triumphant in overcoming the evils of the 
world, and that we will become so good that the Lord 
will wish to pay us a thousand years’ visit. 

Those who tell us that the current of the world 
is like a mighty resistless stream flowing on to the 
goal of the complete reign of righteousness, and that 
wars and other great evils are but mere eddies along 
the way of progress, have the illustration wrong; for 
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a closer study of the spirit of ‘‘World Progress’’ and 
the Scripture will rather tell us that the revivals, 
reformations and corrections of certain evils at va- 
rious times in the world’s history are the eddies 
along the mighty stream that flows on to the utter 
ruin of all who do not find a personal haven in 
Christ. I think that Jesus used the illustration that 
is better adapted to actual conditions. Matthew 
7:18, 14: ‘‘Enter ye in at the straight gate: for 
wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat: Because straight is the gate, and narrow is 
the way which leadeth unto life; and few there be 
that find it.’’ By this, which is the stream and 
which the eddy? 

The growth of human power, the increase of 
knowledge, the flashing of messages, the speeding of 
trains, the whirr of factory wheels, the paving of 
highways, the sanitary plumbing of our cities, the 
establishment of hospitals and dispensaries, the en- 
dowing of colleges and universities, the building of 
Peace Temples and signing world treaties, and the 
voting nations dry and holding Ecumenical Mis- 
sionary Conferences, all so good in themselves, did 
not, however, dim the vision of Him who tries the 
reins and hearts of men as to real world conditions. 
All this progress our Lord saw, yet He lists the 
general mighty tide with the ‘‘wide gate’’ and the 
‘“broad way.’’ 

Note how Jesus spoke of world progress: 

Immediately after referring to the many of the 
broad way He says: ‘‘ Beware of false prophets which 
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come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they 
are ravening wolves. . . . Not every one that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me 
in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 
thy name, and in thy name have east out devils? 
And in thy name done many wonderful works? And 
then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: 
depart from me ye that work iniquity.’’ And is 
not the spirit of the entire age to the Millennium 
expressed in Matthew 10:16, 22: ‘‘Behold I send 
you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves; be ye 
therefore wise as serpents and harmless as doves. 

‘And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s 
sake; but he that endureth to the end shall be 
saved.’’ 

Until the return of our Lord, good and evil will 
continue together, as is so clearly stated in the 
Parable of the Sower, where the hindrances to 
good accomplishments are three to one. The ‘‘way- 
side,’’ ‘‘stony places,’? and ‘‘among thorns’’ were 
the three conditions mentioned as against the results 
of good seed, good ground, and faithful sowing. 
While the ‘‘good ground,’’ twenty-five per cent. of 
the entire, for one reason or another yielded on an 
average but sixty-five per cent. of the maximum. 
The shortness of results on the good ground may be 
accounted for in the continuation of the parable 
(Matt. 13: 24-30) : ‘‘ Another parable put he forth 
unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened 
unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: But 
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while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares 
among the wheat, and went his way. But when the 
blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then 
appeared the tares also. So the servants of the 
householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst 
thou not sow good seed in thy field? From whence 
then hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy 
hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt 
thou then that we go and gather them up? But he 
said, Nay; lest while ye gather the tares, ye root up 
the wheat also with them. Let both grow together 
until the harvest; and in the time of harvest I will 
say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, 
and bind them in bundles to burn them; but gather 
the wheat into my barn.’’ The Sower has done his 
full duty. The seed is sufficient, and quick, and 
the ground good, but the ‘‘wicked one’’ is alert to 
hinder in every possible way the hundredfold in- 
erease, and true progress must continue to contend 
with the ‘‘children of the wicked one’’ to the very 
end of the world, or present dispensation. The 
agencies are adequate but the devil is loose and men 
are perverse. The world is ‘‘evil’’; it lieth in 
wickedness and men are conformed to it. 

Added light on the subject is given in the parable 
of the net. 

Matthew 13:47-49: ‘‘Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, 
and gathered of every kind: Which, when it was full, 
they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the 
good into the vessels, but cast the bad away. So 
shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall 
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come forth and sever the wicked from among the 
just.’’ 

No millennium can possibly be seen in this parable, 
as in the others, till the end of the age when the 
great separation time comes as referred to in 
Matthew 25:31-46. During this age, the great sea 
of life, as also the net, the Church, has a mixture of 
good and bad fish. In this same chapter of Matthew 
we have two other parables, of which the Saviour 
gave no interpretation, but which could not teach 
other than codperative lessons: Matthew 13: 31-32: 
‘‘Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, 
The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard 
seed, which a man took and sowed in his field: Which 
indeed is the least of all seeds; but when it is grown, 
it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, 
so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the 
branches thereof.’’ 

Here we have a vision of the Church that has 
grown to great proportions so much so that the 
‘‘birds of the air’’ came to roost in the branches,— 
and evidently the same kind of birds,—‘‘ children of 
the wicked one’’—that carried away so much good 
seed in the first parable. How can we help thinking 
of the fowls that tried to steal away Abram’s offer- 
ing; or those mentioned by Jeremiah 5: 26-28: ‘‘For 
among my people are found wicked men: they lay 
wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap, they 
catch men. As a cage is full of birds, so is their 
house full of deceit; therefore they are become great 
and waxen rich. They are waxen fat, they shine; 
yea, they overpass the deeds of the wicked.’’ 
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Since the parables of the ‘‘sower,’’ ‘‘the tares,’’ 
and ‘‘the net’’ are all interpreted by the Saviour, 
and clearly prove that no millennium is possible 
till the close of the age when Christ shall come, it is 
evident that the other parables—‘‘the mustard seed’’ 
and ‘‘leaven’’ could not teach a contrary lesson. 
Verse 33: ‘‘ Another parable spake he unto them: 
The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a 
woman took and hid in three measures of meal, till 
the whole was leavened.’’ (See Scofield Reference 
Bible, Matthew 13: 33.) 

‘‘Leaven”’ as ‘‘birds,’’ with but the slightest ex- 
ception, if any, is the symbol of corruption, and 
considering the context of this parable can mean 
nothing else here, and those who use this text to 
prove that leaven is the working of divine grace in 
the Church and world until the entire is gradually 
brought into millennial conditions, are blind to the 
true meaning of the parable. ‘‘Beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees’’ is a clear 
warning of their sinful doctrines (Matt. 16: 6-12). 
In all these Scriptures given by our Lord the one 
great outstanding lesson is: This is a mixed world, 
a world divided between the children of Christ and 
the children of the devil, and that this condition will 
continue until the end of the age. 

Governments and all other worldly institutions, 
and even the Church in its organized form, and 
every human standard set up by men, will be less 
and less inclined to submit to the quickening and 
authoritative message of the Gospel. 

Good ground, good trees, good nets, good meal, 
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and all that the good Lord puts forth in this world 
for good purposes, will be corrupted if not carried 
away and destroyed. Science, education, culture, 
ambition, wealth, invention, discovery, love, mar- 
riage, home, country and church, all are corrupted 
and stifled more or less by the ‘‘ wicked one.’’ The 
outward acceptation of the Gospel will be great, but 
the inner conditions will be more and more as a 
cage of unclean birds. 

Germany, the home of Luther and a host of other 
saints—that ‘‘Fatherland’’ where the fires of the 
Reformation once flamed to the very heavens; that 
great country that became the teacher of the world 
in science and theology; of this great nation Luther 
Wishard, the personal representative of President 
Wilson and Y. M. C. A. leader, says: ‘‘Germany has 
never been thoroughly Christianized. She has had 
but the shadow and not the substance of the creed of 
redemption. The nasty, nauseating filthiness of the 
things that those brutes, those devils from hell, will 
think of and do, has never been parallelled in his- 
tory.’’ Remember this is spoken of a nation’s au- 
thority that has been the religious teacher of the 
Word more than has any other nation, and judgment 
is pronounced on present-day conditions—and shall 
we say the world is growing better? 

Not only will Germany stand ‘‘before the bar of 
humanity,’’ but she, with all the nations, will stand 
before the bar of God who judgeth righteously every 
nation and institution that ‘‘lie against the truth’’ 
and ‘‘wrest it unto their own destruction.’’ These 
wars are not eddies along the rising tide to the better, 
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but the mighty thundering Niagaras in the general 
current down to destruction. Just below the falls 
will most likely be quiet waters for a time, and may 
continue so until near the final great plunge with 
which no other can compare. The distance to the 
“Great Tribulation’’ may be but a little further on. 

Let us look farther into this Word. 

2 Peter 3:3: ‘‘ Knowing this first, that there shall 
come in the last day scoffers, walking after their own 
lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his com- 
ing? For since the fathers fell asleep all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of crea- 
tion.’’ 

1 Timothy 4:1: ‘‘Now the Spirit speaketh ex- 
pressly, that in the latter times some shall depart 
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and 
doctrines of devils.’ Timothy, and by him every 
teacher, is warned as to coming conditions. 

2 Timothy 4: 1-4: ‘‘I charge thee therefore before 
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing and his king- 
dom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of 
season, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffer- 
ing and doctrine. For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrines; but after their 
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears; and they shall turn away their 
ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto 
fables.’’ 

2 Timothy 3:1-5: ‘‘This know also, that in the 
last days perilous times shall come. For men shall 
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, 
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proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthank- 
ful, unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, 
false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those 
that are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God. Having a form 
of godliness, but denying the power thereof; from 
such turn away.’’ 

2 Peter 2:1-2: ‘‘But there were false prophets 
also among the people even as there shall be false 
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in dam- 
nable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought 
them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 
And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by 
reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken 
of. And through covetousness shall they with 
feigned words make merchandise of you: whose 
judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and 
their damnation slumbereth not.’’ 

Jude 8, 10, 12, 18, 16, 17, 19. Here is a vivid 
picture of present-day anarchy and all sorts of 
vehement and unreasonable agitations that find no 
authority in righteousness or the Word of God. 
‘‘Likewise these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, 
despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities. But 
these speak evil of those things which they know not: 
but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in 
those things they corrupt themselves. These are 
spots in your feasts of charity when they feast with 
you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they 
are without water, carried about of winds; trees 
whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, 
plucked up by the roots; Raging waves of the sea, 
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foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to 
whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. 
These are murmurers, complainers, walking after 
their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great 
swelling words, having men’s persons in admiration 
because of advantage. But, beloved, remember the 
words which were spoken before of the apostles of 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; How that they told you there 
should be mockers in the last time, who should walk 
after their own ungodly lusts. These be they 
who separate themselves, sensual, having not the 
Spirit.’’ 

Of the result of these conditions Jude says: ‘‘ And 
Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of 
these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thou- 
sand of his saints. To execute judgment upon all, 
and to convinee all that are ungodly among them of 
all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly 
committed, and of all their hard speeches which un- 
godly sinners have spoken against him’’ (vs. 14, 15). 

In this Jude saw the world’s growing wickedness 
brought suddenly to a close by Christ’s ecoming— 
first in judgment and second in setting up His king- 
dom of righteousness. 

Never as now has there been such a general spirit 
of negation as to the plain teaching of the Bible. 
The person of our Lord is denied by the spirit of 
‘‘higher criticism,’’ which tells us Jesus was not 
born of a virgin, but that Joseph was His father. Mr. 
Gaebelein says: ‘‘The cross of Christ and the work 
accomplished there is denied. The precious blood 
which has washed our sins away, and opened the 
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gates of glory, is ridiculed, sneered at. We have 
seen strange things during the past three years. 

‘‘First a leader of the modern theology came to 
this country from England. He was welcomed with 
open arms. Methodist, Baptist, Congregational and 
Presbyterian churches were thrown wide open to 
him. Ministers’ associations feasted him, and after 
listening to his ramblings, passed resolutions of 
thanks. Yet that man denies our Christ. A year 
later another one came, dressed in flowing oriental 
robes. He had access to the churches. He stood in 
Baptist, Episcopal and Methodist churches to de- 
liver his Satanic message. In Christian pulpits he 
turned his face toward the sun and delivered himself 
of a prayer in Persian. Abdul Baha claims to 
be Christ in His second coming.’’ These are sad 
facts revealing the apostate condition of Christen- 
dom. 

We have in other lessons called your attention to 
Christian Science, Russellism, Theosophy and Spiri- 
tualism. We are now hearing of others as Bahaism, 
the New Theology and New Religion, and all these 
are not content to rest near the foul nest of their 
hatching, but follow up our missionaries in foreign 
lands, and besiege the young Christian converts with 
their deadly gas of the pit. Let me quote again from 
Mr. Gaebelein, who in reference to these cults says: 
**All these movements along with the apostasy in 
the professing Church have certain things in com- 
mon. They all deny the following fundamental 
doctrines : 

**1. The absolute deity of our Lord. They may 
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speak of the divinity of Jesus but that is a term 
which covers up the denial of His Godhead. 

“2. The work of the Cross. The great sacrifice 
bought on Calvary is denied. 

**3. The physical resurrection of Christ is denied. 

““4. They deny the bodily presence of Christ in 
glory. And with that they reject His priesthood 
and advocacy! 

**5. They deny the visible and glorious coming of 
our Lord. 

“*6. They deny the everlasting punishment of the 
wicked. This last denial is one of the most serious, 
for it affects the testimony of our Lord Jesus, the in- 
fallible Son of God, and paralyzes all efforts of the 
Gospel. I have yet to find a man or woman, who 
does not believe in this solemn doctrine, winning 
souls and praying for the conversion of the un- 
saved.”’ 

Are not these denials, seen and so minutely set 
forth in the Scriptures, proof also that the same Holy 
Spirit that saw and caused to be recorded these con- 
ditions, saw with equal clearness the things yet to 
come?—The Rapture; the Great Tribulation; the 
coming of Christ to earth; the man of sin revealed, 
bound and cast into hell; and the Lord reigning on 
earth for a thousand years; at the close of which, 
Satan is loosened for a season, soon after which is the 
resurrection of the rest of the dead; the final judg- 
ment and dropping of the curtains to all yet revealed. 


LESSON VIII 
WHEN WILL OUR LORD RETURN? 


the many Scriptures to raise so pertinent a 

question, for did not the Lord say, ‘‘ Watch 
therefore ; for ye know not what hour your Lord doth 
come’’ (Matt. 24:42); ‘‘Watch therefore, for ye 
know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son 
of man cometh’? (25:18); ‘‘But of that day and 
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, 
but my Father only’’ (24:36). 

Acts 1:7: ‘‘And he said unto them, It is not for 
you to know the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power.’’ With these, 
and so many other texts, why should we presume to 
ask ‘‘when’’? Is it not enough that we should be 
ready, watching and trustfully serving while we 
wait? But there are those who insist upon knowing 
the time and setting the day; and some reckon the 
difference in time between Jerusalem and Portland 
in order to know at what hour the coming will be 
according to Portland time, which is about nine 
hours later than at Jerusalem. ‘‘Seventh day’’ 
Sabbath contenders might get a hint from this, so 
they may make sure they are keeping the exact time 
from where the ‘‘beginning’’ began. Does not God 
‘‘wink’’ at such contentions? His coming will be 
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‘‘when ye think not.’’ There are those who seem to 
be honest who claim that the Scriptures on the un- 
known hour do not apply to the present time. They 
consent that the unknown ‘‘hour and day”’ was cor- 
rect at the time when Jesus made the statement, but 
that since that time the date of His return has been 
revealed to the world. There is a campaign on to 
urge this point, and for this reason we should study 
the subject and protect our people from these ‘‘ wiles 
of the devil.’’ In the study we must hold in mind 
the twofold coming—first in the ‘‘Rapture’’ and sec- 
ond in His ‘‘Revelation.’? The unknown ‘‘day and 
hour’’ refers particularly to the Rapture, when the 
saints shall meet the Lord in the air. The Revela- 
tion we know will be some time after the Rapture— 
at the end of the great tribulation—when the Lord’s 
coming will be manifest to all. 

For this second stage in His coming we do not 
now watch except as it may be comprehended in the 
first. To set aside the texts we have just read as 
being of present application the following is quoted: 

John 14:26: ‘‘But the Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, 
he shall teach you all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance whatsoever I have said unto 
you.’’ 

16:13: ‘‘Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall 
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, 
that shall he speak, and he will shew you things to 
come.’’ It is urged that after the Ascension the 
Father revealed the time of the second return to the 
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Son, and that this in turn was revealed to John the 
Revelator, and quote in its support: 

Revelation 1:1, 2, 3: ‘‘The Revelation of Jesus 
Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his 
servant things which must shortly come to pass; and 
he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant 
John: Who bare record of the word of God, and of 
the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that 
he saw. Blessed is he that readeth, and they that 
hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those 
things which are written therein: for the time is at 
hand.’’ We have no disposition to question that all 
things were fully made known to the Son when He 
ascended unto the Father, but that all things known 
to the Son were revealed to John, especially in de- 
tail, we question most seriously ; especially so in the 
absence of any other contradiction of former revela- 
tions made by the Holy Spirit. 

Daniel 12:9: ‘‘Go thy way, Daniel: for the words 
are closed up and sealed till the time of the end,’’ is 
answered by those who insist on knowing the time of 
the coming by: 

Revelation 22:10: ‘‘Seal not the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand.’’ We 
do not wish to enter into a cavil of words, but I can 
see no reason for thus connecting the two texts since 
the date question is not the subject of Revelation, and 
not applicable to the question of the date of our 
Lord’s coming. To claim that conditions so changed 
between the time of Jesus’ closing words as to the 
‘unknown hour,’’ and the time of John’s revela- 
tion, as to justify and make necessary the revealing 


OUR LORD’S RETURN 111 


a date so recently declared hidden and had become 
a part of God’s written word, is placing an im- 
portance on the mere date question that has no 
warrant. Especially when we consider that no other 
part of the New Testament had been nullified by the 
added Revelation. I cannot think the Holy Spirit 
would thus confuse the world by such a mixing of 
testimony. 

Again if such a revelation had become so im- 
portant it seems reasonable to conclude that it would 
have been so explicit that John, and through him 
the early fathers of the Church, would have known 
of the time, and would not have been believing and 
teaching that Jesus might return at any time, as we 
have observed in a former lesson. You will re- 
member Justin Martyr, in his answer to Trypho, 
said, ‘‘A certain man among us, of the name of 
John, one of the Apostles of Christ, in a revelation 
which he had, prophesied they who were faithful to 
our Messiah would accomplish a thousand years in 
Jerusalem.’’ Did John know the date? If he did 
he knew the Lord would not return for nearly 2,000 
years at least. And if the importance of the date 
justified the revelation I wonder why the early 
fathers were still kept in darkness by John who 
knew all about it. 

The coming of the ‘‘Comforter,’’ the ‘‘Spirit of 
truth,’? who was to ‘‘teach you al! things’’ and 
‘‘ouide you into all truth,’’ had direct reference to 
the inspiration of the Scriptures, the teachings of 
Christ, and the ‘‘helping our infirmities.’’ If it had 
referred to, or even comprehended, the date of the 
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Lord’s return, then after the Pentecost we should 
have expected the disciples and Apostles to have 
discovered all that is claimed to be known in Daniel 
as to the exact date. These men had spent their 
lives in the study of such books as Daniel, yet such 
as Paul after the Pentecost failed to see, at least to 
teach, the question of ‘‘date,’’ as is now urged by 
some who think they know the time. 

Though the Apostles after the Pentecost were 
mightily quickened and inspired, yet there is not 
a hint of any new revelation as to the date of the 
returning Lord, except that it might be soon and 
not two thousand years hence. 

Do not the.following Scriptures indicate that the 
coming of the Lord is imminent? 

1 Corinthians 1:7, 8: ‘‘So that ye come behind in 
no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ : who shall also confirm you unto the end, that 
ye may be blameless in the day of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.’’ 

1 Corinthians 15:51, 52: ‘‘Behold, I shew you a 
mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed. In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible and we shall 
be changed.”’ 

The trumpet sound referred to is at the coming of 
Christ : 

1 Thessalonians 4: 16: ‘‘For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout and with the 


trump of God and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first.’’ 
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As one writer says: ‘‘Paul was expecting that he 
and the Corinthians would be alive unto the coming 
of the Lord. The fact he and they died is not an 
evidence that Paul was deceived, or made a grievous 
mistake; on the contrary it is evident he took the 
Lord at His word concerning an unknown hour and 
occupied the attitude which that word required— 
waiting for the Lord in each day and generation.”’ 
He lived in constant anticipation while always 
abounding in the work of the Lord. 

Philippians 3: 20-21: ‘‘For our conversation is in 
heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile body 
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body.’’ 

1 Thessalonians 1:9, 10: ‘‘Ye turned to God from 
idols to serve the living and true God and to wait 
for his Son from heaven.’’ The ‘‘waiting’’ is here 
clearly identified with the turning from idols. 

1 Thessalonians 4:15: ‘‘For this we say unto you 
by the word of the Lord that we which are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent 
them which are asleep.’’ 

1 Thessalonians 4:23: ‘‘I pray God your whole 
spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.’’ 

Mr. Haldeman gives the following comment on 
this text: 

‘“The apostle prays for three things: 

‘1, That the spirit and soul and body of the Chris- 
tian be blameless at the coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

‘2. That spirit, soul and body be preserved entire, 
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that is, that the trinity of the constitution be kept 
together in the unity of the person. 

‘*8. He is praying that at the coming of the Christ 
spirit, soul and body may not be separated, body in 
the grave, soul and spirit with the Lord. 

‘“‘He is praying consistently with his uniform 
testimony that the Lord may come at any time; that 
the Thessalonians may not die, any of them, before 
the Lord comes; he is praying that they may all of 
them be preserved alive unto that coming.’’ 

Titus 2:18: ‘‘Looking for that blessed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.’’ In all these Scriptures there 
is proof that Paul regarded the return of the Lord 
as imminent and this to him was a ‘‘ Blessed Hope.’’ 
James in the same spirit says: 

James 5: 8, 9: ‘‘Be ye also patient; stablish your 
hearts; for the coming of the Lord draweth near. 
Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be 
condemned; behold the judge standeth before the 
door.’’ 

Let us now turn to the words of the Son of God 
to John on Patmos, who is to bear the divine message 
to the seven churches, any one of which may repre- 
sent the entire Church. To the Church at Sardis: 

Revelation 3:3: ‘‘Remember, therefore, how thou 
hast received and heard, and hold fast and repent. 
If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on 
thee as a thief and thou shalt not know what hour I 
will come upon thee.”’ 

Revelation 16:15: ‘‘Behold I come as a thief. 
Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garment 
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lest he walk naked, and they see his shame,’’ and 
the very last words that close God’s book to the world 
were, ‘‘Surely I come quickly.’’ Can we find in all 
these texts a hint that any dates of the Lord’s return 
were revealed that should change anything the Lord 
had said prior to His ascension? Let us therefore 
continue to give heed to the words of the Saviour who 
evidently intended that His children should regard 
His coming as imminent and so not walk in darkness 
as does the world that disregards the question en- 
tirely. 

Matthew 24: 36-39: ‘‘But of that day and hour 
knoweth no man. But as the days of Noah were, so 
shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as 
in the days that were before the flood they were eat- 
ing and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day Noah entered into the ark, and knew 
not, until the flood came, and took them all away; so 
shall also the coming of the Son of man be.’’ 

Verses 42-51: ‘‘ Watch therefore: for ye know not 
what hour your Lord doth come. But know this, 
that if the good man of the house had known in what 
watch the thief would come, he would have watched, 
and would not have suffered his house to be broken 
up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour 
as ye think not the Son of man cometh. Who then 
is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath 
made ruler over his household to give them meat in 
due season? Blessed is that servant, whom his lord 
when he cometh shall find so doing. Verily I say 
unto you, that he shall make him ruler over all his 
goods. But and if that evil servant shall say in his 
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heart, My lord delayeth his coming, and shall begin 
to smite his fellow servants and to eat and drink with 
the drunken: The lord of that servant shall come in 
a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour 
that he is not aware of, and shall cut him asunder, 
and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites; 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’’ How 
vivid and significant these words! 

The ‘‘ten virgins’’ is another lesson on readiness 
to meet the Lord at any time. 

Matthew 25: 5-10: ‘‘ While the bridegroom tarried, 
they all slumbered and slept, and at midnight there 
was a cry made, Behold the bridegroom cometh; go 
ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, 
and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto 
the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone 
out. But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest 
there be not enough for us and you; but go ye rather 
to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And while 
they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they 
that were ready went in with him to the marriage; 
and the door was shut.’’ 

Mark 18: 34-37: ‘‘For the Son of man is as a man 
taking a far journey who left his house, and gave 
authority to his servants, and to every man his work, 
and commanded the porter to watch. Watch ye 
therefore; for ye know not when the master of the 
house cometh at even, or at midnight, or at the cock- 
crowing or in the morning; Lest coming suddenly he 
find you sleeping. And what I say unto you I say 
unto all, Watch.’’ 

Luke 12: 35-40: ‘‘Let your loins be girded about, 
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and your lights burning; and ye yourself like unto 
men that wait for their lord when he will return 
from the wedding; that when he cometh and knock- 
eth they may open unto him immediately. Blessed 
are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh 
shall find watching; verily I say unto you, that he 
shall gird himself and make them to sit down to 
meat, and will come forth and serve them. And if 
he shall come in the second watch, or come in the 
third watch, and find them so, blessed are those 
servants. And this know that if the good man of 
the house had known what hour the thief would come 
he would have watched and not have suffered his 
house to be broken through. Be ye therefore ready 
also, for the Son of man cometh at an hour ye think 
not.’’ 

Is there any need to comment on these Scriptures? 
Can any child of God fail to catch the heart of their 
lesson of watchfulness and readiness for our Lord’s 
return? Yet we have those who insist on passing 
over these plain statements and going to Daniel’s 
vision for proof to warrant the establishment of a 
date. Great and wonderful lessons are to be learned 
in Daniel, but those who set the imminent coming of 
Christ aside, in the face of a host of texts given by 
the Lord and His Apostles, who most certainly knew 
more of Daniel than they, are straining at gnats and 
swallowing camels. I prefer to believe that in so 
far as the dates of certain things that Daniel saw, 
except those now fulfilled, are still sealed, and that 
he who would write books to prove dates had better 
write on a more vital subject. 


LESSON IX 
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE DOCTRINE 


coming of Christ sufficiently important to 

justify the attention given it by such men as 
G. Campbell Morgan, A. C. Dixon, S. W. Fuller 
Gooch, J. Stuart Holden, H. Webb-Peploe, F. S. 
Webster, Dinsdale T. Young, Alfred Bird, J. S. 
Harrison and F. B. Meyer, the ten great Christian 
leaders of England who on last December set forth a 
manifesto as follows: 


| S the doctrine of the premillennial and imminent 


““THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE Hour 


‘‘1. That the present crisis points toward the 
close of the times of the Gentiles. 

‘*2. That the Revelation of our Lord may be ex- 
pected at any moment, when He will be manifested 
as evidently as to His disciples on the evening of His 
Resurrection. 

‘*3. That the completed Church will be translated 
to be ‘forever with the Lord.’ 

‘‘4. That Israel will be restored to its own land 
in unbelief, and be afterward converted by the ap- 
pearance of Christ on its behalf. 

**5. That all human schemes of reconstruction 
must be subsidiary to the second coming of our Lord, 
because all nations will then be subject to His rule. 
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“*6, That under the reign of Christ there will be 
a further great effusion of the Holy Spirit upon all 
flesh. 

“7, That the truths embodied in this statement 
are of the utmost practical value in determining 
Christian character and action with reference to the 
pressing problems of the hour.’’ N. B. This is a 
general statement which does not profess to decide 
on particular details of prophetic interpretation. 

Dr. James M. Gray, Dean of the Moody Bible 
Institute of Chicago, in speaking of these men of 
England, says: 

‘‘Not a fanatic nor a crank among them, not a 
pacifist, nor a slacker so far as the writer’s acquaint- 
ance goes. There were among them Anglican 
clergymen of the first rank in character, in preach- 
ing eminence, and in administrative ability. One 
of the signers was the editor of a widely known re- 
ligious journal. One had held the highest office 
within the gift of the great Baptist denomination 
which he honours. Another had been the president 
of a Congregational theological college. One is the 
pastor of the most noted church in Christendom. 
Two or three were men on whose lips have hung 
thousands of American auditors at the Bible con- 
ferences at Northfield, Montrose, Winona, Mountain 
Lake Park and elsewhere. Their books have been 
among the best sellers in the United States and 
Great Britain and her colonies. Some of us have 
crossed the ocean to listen to these men at Keswick. 
They have the respect and confidence of tens of 
thousands of Christians all over the world.’’ 
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The importance of these seven points as related 
to our Lord’s second coming is suggested especially 
in item seven. 

‘<The truths embodied in this statement are of the 
utmost practical value in determining Christian char- 
acter and action with reference to the pressing prob- 
lems of the hour.’’ 

How in keeping with the spirit of this manifesto 
were the eight resolutions unanimously adopted by 
an audience of more than three thousand people, 
coming up from twenty-three states, with representa- 
tives also from Canada, China, Africa and Central 
America, to a great conference held at Philadelphia, 
May 28, 1918. This conference, led by such men as 
Dr. James M. Gray, Chicago; Dr. Cortland Myers, 
Boston; Dr. Mark Matthews, Seattle; Dr. Harris H. 
Gregg, Winnipeg, Canada; Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman; 
Dr. Wm. B. Riley; Rev. P. W. Philpot ; Rev. Herbert 
Mackenzie; Rev. John McInnis; Rev. A. E. Thomp- 
son, former pastor of the American Church at Jeru- 
salem, and many other great leaders in religious 
thought, concluded its wonderful sessions with the 
following resolutions: 


‘“First: We believe that the Bible is the 
inerrant, one and final Word of God; and, 
therefore, is our only authority. 

‘“Second: We believe in the Deity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; that He is very God; 
and in His substitutionary death, as an 
atonement for sin; in His bodily resurrec- 
tion and ascension; and the certainty of 
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His second appearance ‘without sin unto 
salvation.’ 

“Third: We believe that our Lord’s pro- 
phetic Word is at this moment finding re- 
markable fulfillment; and that it does 
indicate the nearness of the close of this 
age, and of the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

“Fourth: We believe that the completed 
Church will be translated to be forever 
with the Lord. 

‘“Fifth: We believe that there will be a 
gathering of Israel to her land in unbelief, 
and she will be afterward converted by the 
appearance of Christ on her behalf. 

“Sixth: We believe that all human 
schemes of reconstruction must be sub- 
sidiary to the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, because all nations will be subject 
to His rule. 

“Seventh: We believe that under the 
reign of Christ there will be a further great 
effusion of the Holy Spirit upon all flesh. 

““Highth: We believe that the truths em- 
bodied in this statement are of the utmost 
importance in determining Christian char- 
acter and action in reference to the press- 
ing problems of the hour.’’ 


Any doctrine that ‘‘determined Christian char- 
acter and action’’ is practical and important. 
Anything that stimulates the motives of men in 
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temperance, humility, prayer, faith, and watchful- 
ness is worth while. 

Any part of God’s Word that is an incentive to. 
service, constancy, preparedness, personal holiness, 
and desire to see and be like Jesus is important. 

Any teachings of Jesus and the Apostles that give 
comfort, courage, hope, patience and keeps our af- 
fections centered upon things above rather than on 
the earth, is of sufficient moment to justify the urg- 
ing of these great truths at any time and condition 
of national life. 

I have no sympathy with those who criticize the 
manifesto as ‘‘untimely and unjustifiable at this 
critical time of our national life.’’ 

The truths in the Word are always appropriate 
for any time or condition, for they are always con- 
structive and patriotic to all that any nation could 
justly desire. 

The manifesto may have been something of a shock, 
and the Church not in condition to intelligently re- 
ceive the seven items; but does not the Church need 
a few Word shocks to awaken it to the preparation 
needed for the ‘‘trumpet’’ shock that is to come a 
little later on? 

The doctrine of Christ’s coming is one of the 
greatest incentives to Christian potency that any 
minister can present to his people, provided he him- 
self lives in the spirit of that coming Lord, and 
avoids mere dogmatics and hobbyism. 

This doctrine, as every other, is to be given ‘‘in 
due season.’? Matthew 24:45, 46: ‘‘Who then is a 
faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made 
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ruler over his household, to give them meat in due 
season? Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when 
he cometh shall find so doing.”’ 

The trouble is, about ninety per cent. of us never 
find a ‘‘season’’ for this glorious subject. 

Let us now come a little closer to the question of 
‘‘Importance’’ as related to the return of our Lord. 

We do not desire to minify any other truth, yet a 
comparison here will be helpful to a better apprecia- 
tion of this much neglected one at the present time. 

If the prominence of this subject in the Scriptures 
has weight in matters of importance, then there is 
no subject that can equal this. I do not hold this as 
true, I only urge that the fact is at least most signifi- 
cant as to the importance of ‘‘His coming.’’ 

Rev. F. E. Howitt, in his address before the 
prophetic Bible Conference at Chicago, 1914, said: 
“There are no doubt 480 distinct allusions to the 
Lord’s coming in the New Testament. It may be 
said truthfully, also, that every writer there speaks 
of the Lord’s coming. If we accept every type and 
figure as well as reference, then we may say that 
there is not a single book in the New Testament that 
does not speak of the Lord’s coming. 

“Tt receives more attention than any other doc- 
trine. You read there far more about it than you 
do about faith ; you read there far more about it than 
you do about the blood of Jesus Christ, that cleanseth 
from all sin, although both faith and the blood are 
absolute essentials. You read more about it than 
you do about even the great doctrine of love, without 
which all our doings are as nothing worth.”’ 
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There is very much more said about His coming 
than is said about baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and 
the Christian Sabbath. Are not these facts very 
suggestive, and should they not quicken our thought 
and investigation ? 

Another prominent writer names seven great im- 
portant Bible truths, which must stand or fall, as 
this ‘‘coming’’ is yet to be verified in fact. He says: 

‘‘1. The hope of the Church is at stake. 

**2. The mission of the Church is at stake. 

‘3. The hope of Israel is at stake. 

‘‘4. The hope of the physical earth is at stake. 

**5, The hope of Christ Himself is at stake. 

‘*6. The inspiration of the Scriptures is at stake. 

‘*7, The codperation of the Holy Spirit is at 
stake.’’ 

If all this is true, which I believe a close, un- 
prejudiced, believing and investigating mind will be 
able to verify, then indeed we must concede the great 
importance of the doctrine of the premillennial and 
imminent coming of our Saviour and coming King. 

The imminence of death has been the prominent 
incentive preached by most ministers in order to 
repentance and regeneration. This should be an in- 
centive to any one in sin to turn unto God, but it is 
not the great incentive to conversion, and all else 
that is Christian, that the Word uses in its eall to 
right relations to God and His kingdom. The ap- 
peal of the Scripture is placed upon a higher plane 
than the fear of death, our enemy. It is exalted to 
the place of meeting a friend, which calls forth the 
best with which we can greet him. If this high ideal 
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were made more prominent, we would give less ex- 
cuse for any to resent what they call ‘‘an appeal to 
the fear of death.’’ It is true, if we are ready to 
die, we are also ready to meet the Lord, but it is 
also true that readiness to meet death can never be 
the motive to incite us to all the Christian graces and 
services that is found in the watching anticipation 
of meeting the Lord whom we love more than all else. 

The incentive to repentance is not that we may 
die in our sins, but that we may meet our Lord 
(Acts 3: 19-21). 

Let us briefly give other incentive texts to the fol- 
lowing items of need; we can take time for but one 
text on each need, though in many cases we might 
give several: 

“~ To Watchfulness (Matt. 25:18): ‘‘ Watch there- 
fore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh.”’ 

To Sobriety (1 Pet. 1:13): ‘‘Wherefore gird up 
the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end 
for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.’’ 

To Fidelity (Luke 19:13): ‘‘And he called his 
ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and 
said unto them, Occupy till I come.’’ 

To Patience (Heb. 10: 36-37) : ‘‘For ye have need 
of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, 
ye might receive the promise. For yet a little while, 
and he that shall come will come and will not tarry.”’ 

To Sincerity (Phil. 1: 9-10): ‘‘And this I pray, 
that your love may abound yet more and more in 
knowledge and in all judgment: That ye may ap- 
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prove things that are excellent; that ye may be sin- 
cere and without offense till the day of Christ.’’ 

—, To Mildness or Moderation (Phil. 4:5) : ‘‘Let your 
moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at 
hand.”’ 

To Purity (1 John 3: 2-8) : ‘‘Beloved, now are we 
the sons of-God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 
And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himself, even as he is pure.’’ 

eee To Brotherly Love and Holiness (1 Thess. 
3: 12-13) : ‘‘ And the Lord make you to increase and 
abound in love one toward another, and toward all 
men, even as we do toward you: To the end he may 
stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before 
God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with all his saints.’ 
“To Obedience to Commandments (1 Tim.6:13-14) : 
““T give thee charge in the sight of God, who quick- 
eneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before 
Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession: That 
thou keep this commandment without spot, unre- 
bukable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.’’ 
~ To Service to the Church (1 Thess. 2: 19-20): 
‘For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoieing? 
Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ at his coming? For ye are our glory and 
joy.”’ 

To Cure Hasty Judging (1 Cor. 4:5): ‘*There- 

fore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord 
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come, who both will bring to light the hidden things 
of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of 
the hearts; and then shall every man have praise of 
God.’’ 
~~To Appreciate the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11: 26): 
“‘For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.”’ 
~ To Comfort the-Bereaved (1 Thess. 4:14-18): 
“Wor if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him. For this we say unto you by the word of 
the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which 
are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever 
‘be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words.’’ 

I should like to read at least twenty-five more 
Scripture references that are great incentive texts, 
but I think these are sufficient for the present to 
prove that a doctrine that is so generally used by 
the Holy Spirit as an incentive to all the needs of 
humanity’s great throbbing heart is a doctrine of 
sufficient importance to justify far more attention 
than the present-day ministry is giving it. 

I wish we might have the time to linger long with 
each of these references so fraught with divine 
power. 
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It was the living in Hope, Spirit, and Faith of this 
final triumph that gave the good reports of Hebrews 
11, and should strengthen us for Hebrews 12. 

In this Hope, we can better appreciate Paul’s 
shout of triumph (Rom. 8:385-39): ‘‘Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribula- 
tion, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or naked- 
ness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy 
sake we are killed all the day long: we are accounted 
as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him that loved 
us. For I am persuaded that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.’’ 

We may not know when He will come, and it is 
well it is so, for could we regard ourselves more 
secure than others of whom it is said: 

Luke 12: 45-46: ‘‘But and if that servant say in 
his heart, My lord delayeth his coming, and shall 
begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to 
eat and drink, and to be drunken; the lord of that 
servant will come in a day when he looketh not for 
him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will 
eut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion 
with the unbelievers. ’’ 


LESSON X 
MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS 


BELIEVE that we have continued these les- 
| sons quite long enough for the present, yet, 
being conscious that many phases of the 
subject have not been discussed, leads me to give 
brief attention, in this lesson, to a few of the many 
that I would like to study with you. Three of them 
are in reference to objections urged by many against 
the premillennial doctrine of Christ’s coming: 

1. If the Holy Spirit does not conquer the world 
for righteousness, and so introduce the Millennial 
Day, then the Holy Ghost has failed in His mission. 

2. That the idea of the spiritual and moral decline’ 
of the organized Church is discouraging to Christian 
activity is a breeder of pessimism. 

3. That there are several Scriptures entirely con- 
trary to the doctrine of the premillennial coming of 
Christ. 

In brief notice of these objections we observe: 

1. That nothing should be regarded a failure that 
has accomplished its objective. The front line of an 
army that is placed there to receive the first shock 
of an onrushing foe, and cause the delay of the 
enemy for forty-eight hours, during which time the 
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rear army may make secure its great defensives, has 
not failed if the forty-eight hours’ delay has been 
accomplished, even though there be but a thousand 
of the ten thousand left to finally beat a retreat. 
The retreat is not of the vanquished but of the 
victors. They saved the day, as did Belgium for 
France and the world, when she held up the mighty 
German army for just a little time. 

The Holy Ghost will not be a failure if He accom- 
plishes His mission or realizes the objectives set by 
the absent Lord rather than by the postmillennialists. 
The ‘‘well done, good and faithful servant’’ is pro- 
nounced by the One who knows perfectly the ob- 
jectives set for each life and the true Spiritual 
Church. 

We may not think we have accomplished any real 
results, but if we have done our best to make the go- 
ing hard for the devil, we may have accomplished 
the will of our Commander-in-Chief; and though at 
times we have felt ourselves with the retreaters, we 
shall finally be with those who come before the throne 
in white robes and with palms in their hands. 

There is not a text in the Bible that indicates that 
the objective for the Spirit was the accomplishment 
of the whole world being brought to a saving knowl- 
edge of Christ. That this should be realized was 
most decidedly disproved in our seventh lesson. 
The objective accomplishments of the Holy Spirit 
are gathering the Bride for Christ, and teaching, 
guiding and comforting her until the time of pre- 
sentation. 

In addition to this the Spirit reproves the world 
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of sin, of righteousness and judgment. In this 
mission He may be grieved, resisted and quenched 
for a time, when finally Christ ‘‘will finish the work, 
and cut it short in righteousness; because a short 
work will the Lord make upon the earth.’’ 

Read John 14:17, 26; 16:18, 14, 15; Eph. 5: 9-27; 
4:30; Acts 5:31, 33; 7:51; 1 Thess. 5:19; Gen. 
6:3; Rev. 19:11-16; Rom. 9: 28; Isa, 11: 2-4. 

The Holy Spirit and the Word are not failures. 
The failures have been with men, who insist on un- 
belief, delay, defeat and of bleaching bones in wil- 
derness places. 

Romans 1:16: ‘‘For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto sal- 
vation to every one that believeth.”’ 

John 5:40: ‘‘Ye will not come unto me that ye 
might have life.’’ 

John 6:37: ‘‘Him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out.”’ 

We are to go into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature, but only they who believe 
and are baptized shall be saved, while they who be- 
lieve not shall be damned. 

When the witness of the gospel message shall be 
complete and the objective become an accomplish- 
ment—‘‘ This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world for a witness unto the nations and 
then shall the end come’’—we cannot know. Evi- 
dently Paul thought that in some sense it was real- 
ized in his day. On the day of Pentecost it is said 
there were present ‘‘devout men out of every 
nation under the heaven,’’ and later it is said of the 
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disciples, ‘‘ And they went forth and preached every- 
where.’’ 

Romans 10:18: ‘‘Their sound went into all the 
earth and their words unto the ends of the world.’’ 

Colossians 1:23: ‘‘ And be not moved away from 
the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and 
which was preached to every creature which is under 
heaven.’’ 

Colossians 1:6: ‘‘ Which is come unto you as it is 
in all the world.’’ 

So far as the purpose of the Holy Spirit, by the 
Word, reaching all the world, who shall say that it 
has not yet been accomplished, or claim to know 
what all is implied by ‘‘all the world’’? If, in the 
larger world-vision, it is not yet fully accomplished, 
who is to be judge of the date when it comes to 
pass? All these questions must be left to God for 
final judgment. 

2. The spiritual and moral decline of this age does 
not discourage the activities of the true children of 
God, or result in pessimism. Did not the Apostles, 
as we have shown from their teachings, recognize 
these declines? If, indeed, they were pessimistic, 
then by what rule shall we judge the works of the 
average optimistic higher critics of our day? Did 
‘*Pessimism’’ sap the life out of the early Church? 
Rather was it not the spirit of ‘‘higher criticism’’? 
The soon coming of Jesus, to ‘‘cut short in righteous- 
ness’’ the course of this world, in the setting up of 
the kingdom of our Lord, was the acme of optimism. 
There is not a trace of the pessimistic within a mil- 
lion miles of this glorious hope. This is proved by 
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every act of all the Apostles: hardness was endured 
with gladness; afflictions were thought of as ‘‘for a 
moment.’’ Paul was not discouraged because he 
knew he could not save all; to ‘‘save some”’ for His 
imminent coming was worth all his energy and self- 
denial. 

Romans 11:14: ‘‘If by any means I may provoke 
to emulation them which are my flesh, and might 
save some of them.’’ 

1 Corinthians 9:22: ‘‘To the weak became I as 
weak, that I might gain the weak; I am made all 
things to all men, that I might by all means save 
some.”’ 

The world is full of illustrations, that the greatest 
possible concentration of every power in man can 
only be realized by the conscious peril of the many, 
and the glorious hope of saving at least a few of 
them. The false optimism that eries ‘‘peace and 
safety’’ in the face of a mighty foe is only to invite 
swift and sudden destruction upon all. 

3. Let us now give brief notice to some of the 
texts that are claimed to disprove the literal pre- 
millennial and imminent second coming of Christ. 
In these lessons we have brought to you scores of 
texts from the Old and New Testaments that are 
positive declarative announcements that such a com- 
ing is to be realized. In the face of such clearness 
of teaching one of four facts must be true in case of 
the few claimed exceptions to the hundreds of other 
Scriptures on this subject. 

1. The texts do not teach a contrary lesson. 

2. If they seem to do so it must be by a mistake in 
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the particular translation or a misapplication of the 
subject matter of the particular Scripture. 

3. That the texts are yet sealed by the Spirit to 
our understanding. 

4, That the teachings of the Bible are uninspired, 
contradictory and so unreliable. 

In which of the four do we trust to find our an- 
swer? At once we will eliminate two, three and 
four, and consider only the first. The texts not 
noticed in the other lessons and to which we now 
eall your attention are: Matthew 16:28, ‘‘ Verily I 
say unto you, there be some standing here, which 
shall not taste death, till they see the Son of man 
coming in, his kingdom.’’ The same is repeated in 
Mark 9:1, and Luke 9: 27. 

Many have spiritualized this so as to exhaust the 
entire fulfillment in the coming of the Comforter, or 
Holy Ghost, on the day of Pentecost. Others make 
it figurative of the destruction of Jerusalem. The 
text might be answered by John 8:51, 52: ‘‘Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, if a man keep my saying, he 
shall never see death. Then said the Jews unto him, 
Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is 
dead, and the prophets, and thou sayest, If a man 
keep my saying he shall never taste of death.”’ 

We do not contend for this as an answer, espe- 
cially in the face of the unquestionable answer of 
Peter, who, in reference to the scene on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, said: 

2 Peter 1:16-18: ‘‘For we have not followed 
cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto 
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
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but were eye-witnesses of his majesty. For he re- 
ceived from God the Father honour and glory, when 
there came such a voice to him from the excellent 
glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. And the voice which came from heaven we 
heard when we were with him on the holy mount.’’ 

One writer, referring to this text, says: ‘‘No won- 
der that even the favoured and beloved disciples 
trembled with fear beneath this supernatural 
majesty and effulgent glory.’’ Surely this was ‘‘I 
am’’ spanning the centuries and giving these Apos- 
tles a view of His coming and kingdom, so they 
understood it and Peter especially confirms it. 

And did not John see the ‘‘coming again’’ in 
Revelation? Mr. Blackstone observes: ‘‘Thirty-six 
times does he say ‘I saw,’ seven times ‘I beheld’ and 
five times ‘I looked.’ He saw the beast and the 
kings of the earth gathered and cast into the lake of 
fire; he saw Satan bound, and he saw Christ and 
His saints reigning for a thousand years.’’ 

And what did Paul see? 

2 Corinthians 12:3, 4: ‘‘And I knew such a man, 
(whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot 
tell: God knoweth;) how that he was caught up into 
paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is 
not lawful for a man to utter.”’ 

This is a sample of the other similar texts that 
have complete answers in similar way. 

Another text is insisted upon as proving that the 
second coming of Christ was either on the day of 
Pentecost, or destruction of Jerusalem. Luke 21:32: 
‘Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not 
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pass away till all be fulfilled.’ This had no refer- 
ence to an ordinary lifetime as many suppose, but 
to the lifetime of the Jews as a people, who have not 
yet passed away, and will not ‘‘till all be fulfilled.”’ 

As to the correctness of this meaning of ‘‘genera- 
tion’’ we refer you to Matthew 11:16; 16:4; Luke 
9:41; 11:49-51; Phil. 2:15; Mark 8:38; Luke 
7:31; 11: 28-32; 16:8; 8:17, 25; Acts 2:40. 

John 18:36: ‘‘My kingdom is not of this world”’ 
is so often quoted against Christ’s literal second 
coming; true it is, it will not be of the Spirit of this 
present ‘‘evil age’’ just as it is true that the true 
Christians are not of this world though in it. 

Neither is His kingdom from out of this world, but 
from above, but it will finally be set up on earth for 
a thousand years, when the prayer shall be an- 
swered—‘‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, in 
earth as it is in heaven.’’ All the rest that Paul 
has said of the imminence of Christ’s coming, and 
the need for watchfulness, the postmillennialists try 
to set aside by 2 Thessalonians 2: 1-3: 

‘“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering to- 
gether unto him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind, 
or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor 
by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at 
hand. Let no man deceive you by any means, for 
that day shall not come, except there come a falling 
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son 
of perdition.’’ 

Evidently the Thessalonian Christians, as some 
people in these days, got their ideas seriously mixed. 
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It seems they had been imposed upon by some type 
of Russellism and caused to think the Lord had al- 
ready come and that ‘‘the day of the Lord is now 
present’’ (as is translated by the English Revision). 

They were disturbed by some who evidently 
claimed that the ‘‘day of the Lord’’ had actually 
arrived, and that they had missed the ‘‘rapture’’ of 
the saints, for which they had been looking. Paul 
makes clear the distinction between the ‘‘rapture’’— 
or first stage of His coming, which is to be looked 
for at any time—and the ‘‘revelation’’—the be- 
ginning of the ‘‘day of the Lord’’—hby telling them 
that that ‘‘day’’ in His kingdom rule on earth does 
not begin till after the falling away and the ‘‘man 
of sin is revealed the son of perdition.’’ This text 
has no reference at all to the imminence of Christ’s 
coming to meet His saints in the air, and is no con- 
tradiction to all else that Paul had taught at other 
times. 

We must now close this part of our investigation 
with the assurance that no texts in the Scriptures 
teach a contrary lesson to the general teachings sup- 
porting the premillennial coming of our Lord. 

The prophecies, as revealers of events, conditions 
and outlines, rather than dates and details in opera- 
tions, is a vital subject which I wish we had time to 
consider, for this would make clear so much that 
now seems hazy tomany. On this subject I wish you 
might secure ‘‘The Doctrine of the Last Things as 
Found in the Prophets,’’ by the Rev. C. I. Scofield, 
D. D., or ‘‘The Harmony of the Prophetic Word,’’ 
by A. C. Gaebelein. 
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What shall characterize the activities of our wait- 
ing during the time of our absent Lord, is the sub- 
ject that must conclude our present investigations. 
This character is largely covered in our last lesson 
under the ‘‘Incentives of the Doctrine of the Immi- 
nent Coming of Jesus.’’ This I cannot review; the 
spirit of the whole question is well comprehended in 
the parable of the ‘‘Nobleman”’ (Luke 19: 12-27), 
the heart of which is in verse 13: ‘‘ And he ealled his 
ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and 
said unto them, Occupy till I come.’’ This occupy- 
ing is to be done by a faithful use of our Lord’s gifts, 
by every available and righteous means that our 
cleansed natures, keen intellect, aggressive spirit and 
throbbing energy can command. In this we cannot 
allow men to judge us in ‘‘meat or in drink, or in 
respect of a Holy day, or of the Sabbath days.”’ 

While we are to be careful not to give offense so 
as to destroy a soul for which our Lord died, yet I 
do not believe our activities are reduced to such 
narrow limits as some good meaning people would 
have us believe. The great Apostle Paul is a most 
wholesome example of this truth, and a better ex- 
ample, if possible, is seen in the life of our Lord, 
who was not able to meet the requirements of the 
Pharisees. ‘‘Occupy’’ (or invest), in every avail- 
able way in order to ‘‘save some,’’ is the duty of 
every child of God. 

The withdrawing of ourselves, as some do, from 
the great political responsibilities I must regard as a 
mistake. The Scripture (2 Cor. 6:17) :‘* Wherefore 
come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith 
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the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I 
will receive you,’’ is not intended to teach that we 
shall withdraw from the responsibilities of our citi- 
zenship; from the ballot box; from the great reform 
movements, nor even from the trenches, in our loyal 
subjection to the powers that be, any more than our 
Lord ‘should have withdrawn from the responsi- 
bilities of the Church and State, while He dwelt 
among men. He stood in defense of justice; He 
denounced evil; He made war on disloyalty to God’s 
house; He worked for His living, paid His bills and 
taxes, and conformed to every requirement of the 
laws under which He lived that did not involve 
personal sin. 

Jesus and the Apostles were never guilty of 
sedition. There is not a hint of any encouragement 
of anarchy. All their teachings are to the contrary. 
We must keep ourselves unspotted from the spirit 
of the world, of hatred, selfishness, greed, graft, 
withholding from God the things that are God’s, 
though at the same time rendering unto our govern- 
ment the things that belong to it, even to our lives. 
If our government makes mistakes in its require- 
ments then God will judge it, and us, who have not 
done our best, in due time and expedient ways, to 
exalt the proper ideals in righteous government. 
Ezra and Nehemiah were not personally responsible 
for the captivity brought on by the sins of Israel, 
yet they recognized, in their confessions, their in- 
separable relationship to all the results of Israel’s 
transgressions (Ezra 9:10-15; Neh. 1:5-11). 

No one, more than the true Christian with lofty 
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Christlike ideals, should be found, in some way, 
identified with the movements for the betterment of 
conditions, yet not because he hopes to convert all 
the world, or even to turn the tide of evil into a tide 
of overcoming righteousness and millennial condi-. 
tions, but in order to make the ‘‘some’’ saved as 
large a ‘‘sum’’ as possible. 

Thus, in prayer, supplication, and service may 
we ‘‘watch’’ and ‘‘oceupy’’ till He comes, that it 
may be ours, at the judging and rewarding time, to 
be among the first class, or at least the second, of 
whom it was said (Luke 19: 16-19): ‘‘Then came 
the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten 
pounds. And he said unto him, Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant; because thou hast been 
faithful in a very little, have thou authority over 
ten cities. And the second came, saying, Lord, thy 
pound hath gained five pounds. And he said like- 
wise unto him, Be thou also over five cities.”’ 


SUPPLEMENT 


OT being able to consider, in the range of 
N our lessons, many of the questions par- 
ticularly pertinent to these days of un- 
precedented, world-wide conflict, I am led to give 
the following from the pen of Rev. J. M. Gray, D. D., 
Dean of the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, and 


published in the Christian Herald, July 10, 1918: 


IS THE KAISER THE ANTICHRIST? 


I 

Among the many questions in the realm of 
prophecy which have arisen during the war, the two 
most persistent have been, ‘‘Is this the battle of 
Armageddon ?’’ and ‘‘Is the Kaiser the Antichrist ?”’ 
The first was answered in the negative some time ago, 
giving the Bible reasons for our faith, and the second 
we consider in this article. 

Two or three months ago occasion was had to 
correspond with several Bible teachers who are 
authorities in prophetic study, when the question of 
the Kaiser’s being the Antichrist was taken up. The 
letters were so interesting and informing that per- 
mission was obtained to publish some of them. 

The first is from the Rev. I. M. Haldeman, D. D., 
known to Christian Herald readers as the able pastor 
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of the First Baptist Church, Seventy-ninth Street 
and Broadway, New York City, who writes: 


‘‘There are many things in the career, attitude and 
speech of the Kaiser, together with his victorious 
march to the East, which suggest the Antichrist. 
Should he succeed as he is now endeavouring to do 
in raising an army of a million or two of Asiatics; 
should he take possession of Persia, Armenia and the 
Euphratean valley; set up a kingdom from Bagdad 
to Babylon; assume the titles of the Chaldean, the 
Assyrian and king of Babylon; win Jerusalem from 
the English and then announce himself protector of 
the Jews; declare the restoration of the Holy Roman 
Empire or the Germano-Roman Empire as he has 
promised to do, with greater extension and glory 
than it ever knew, he would almost line for line be 
fulfilling the portrait of the Wicked One. 

‘‘But we must measure final things by the image. 
The image has a twofold process of fulfillment ; from 
the head to the feet—from the feet to the head. So 
far it has been going down from the head to the 
feet. We are undoubtedly in the region or the be- 
ginning of the region of the clay. The Antichrist 
can come only when the prophecy starts backward 
or upward from the feet to the head. As the clay is 
the basic element (and that is the people), then the 
iron (the autocratic) element can come in only after 
the clay has come to the front. 

‘‘The federation of ten kings comes not from war 
as such, nor as the result of a conqueror’s victory, 
but by and from the people, who must produce the 
democratic kings. The last Kaiser can become such 
only after five democratic kings come in the region 
of the Western Empire and five in the Eastern 
(starting from the Adriatic line and below the 
Danube). 

‘‘The initial act of the Antichrist which throws 
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him forward to Europe is the overthrow of three 
democratic and eastern sytems. He becomes the 
wild beast of whom the question is asked, ‘Who is 
able to make war with him?’ only after he has be- 
come the head of the image. Then the question must 
further arise: ‘Against whom does he make war?’ 
Evidently not against his own ten kings. Tnis being 
so would eliminate him as a personal or possible 
factor in this war, and necessarily free the present 
Kaiser from identification with him. 

‘““Bacon says prophecy has a budding, a blossom- 
ing and a fulfilling. I am assured we are largely 
in the blossoming, and every day’s event gives 
emphasis to the fulfillment of prophecy and the 
verification of the written Word, but the Kaiser is 
not the Antichrist.’’ 


Some of our readers may welcome a few words of 
explanation of the above. Dr. Haldeman’s reference 
to the ‘‘image’’ means that which Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, saw in his dream as recorded and 
interpreted in Daniel 2. It revealed the whole 
course of Gentile history in the world from that day 
till the end of this age. The ten toes of the image 
are having their historical fulfillment now, in Dr. 
Haldeman’s judgment. They were composed part 
of iron and part of clay, the latter representing 
democracy, the former autocracy. Democracy is 
coming into the ascendant at the present time, but 
there will be a reaction, as he understands the 
prophecy, and from the people themselves will arise 
the autocratic despot, the Antichrist. This will not 
be, however, until the ten ‘‘democratic kings,’’ or 
kingdoms, are clearly defined, and divided evenly 
between the eastern and western halves of the old 
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Roman Empire. When the Antichrist arises, his 
appearance will be coincident with his overthrow of 
three of the eastern kingdoms, after which the growth 
of his power will be rapid until he is at the head of 
the ten, the head of the image and the successor of 
Nebuchadnezzar. He then goes forth to ‘‘make 
war’’; but as it is obvious that he does not make 
war against his own under kings, or his own king- 
doms, he cannot be the Kaiser, because the latter is 
at present making war against some or most of those 
very kingdoms at whose head the Antichrist shall be. 
This, as Dr. Haldeman says, does ‘‘necessarily free 
the present Kaiser from identification with him.’’ 


II 

We follow Dr. Haldeman’s communication with 
that of Dr. C. I. Scofield, because he also stresses the 
point that the political despot we have in mind comes 
out from among the people, the democracy. Dr. 
Scofield, unlike Dr. Haldeman and some others, dis- 
tinguishes between the ‘‘ Beast’’ of Revelation 13 and 
the Antichrist. The ‘‘Beast,’’ in his opinion, is the 
political despot, and the Antichrist the false prophet 
associated with him in that chapter. For our pur- 
pose, however, this distinction need not be pressed, 
as we are talking about the political despot himself, 
the wicked head of the Gentile powers at the end of 
the age, whether he be called for the present ‘‘ Beast’ 
or the ‘‘ Antichrist.’’ 

Dr. Scofield says: 


‘“‘The one unanswerable objection to the Kaiser- 
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Beast theory is that the ‘Beast’ rises ‘out of the sea,’ 
i.¢., the mere mass of men. Napoleon Bonaparte 
raight well be taken as an adumbration. The Kaiser 
comes of a race of rulers, and is by no means merged 
in the mass of mankind. 

‘* Another collateral argument rests upon the man 
of one kingdom overcoming two, over which he 
reigns, and then over the federated restored empire. 
The whole setting is of the East, and not of northern 
Europe. 

‘‘Moreover, the final scene brings against him in 
his place ‘in the glorious holy mountain’ powers 
from the North and South. If the ‘Beast’ is the 
Kaiser, his own power is in the North; therefore I 
do not believe the Kaiser-Beast theory.’’ 


iil 
Mr. A. C. Gaebelein, editor of Our Hope, is the 
next authority. He is the author of many Bible 
commentaries, that on Daniel probably being the 
best known. Like Dr. Scofield, he says: 


‘Tt is very necessary to distinguish between the 
two leaders of the end of the age, who head the 
apostate forces after the true Church has been caught 
away. The one is the head of the reconstructed 
Roman Empire seen by Daniel as the little horn 
among the ten horns (7) and as the prince in the 
ninth chapter; the other is the personal Antichrist, 
whose picture is given in the eleventh chapter. The 
one is the political masterpiece of Satan and the 
other the ecclesiastical head. 

‘“‘The head of the Roman Empire (the political 
masterpiece) must appear first, but he cannot appear 
till that empire is formed. The final Antichrist, who 
denies the Father and the Son, who does away with 
all Christian doctrine and opposeth and exalteth 
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himself, etc., cannot come till the apostasy is here. 
The apostasy in turn cannot come as long as the 
true Church is in earth. 

“To restate: The emperor over the Roman Empire 
will not appear till that empire is formed. The per- 
sonal Antichrist will be manifested when the apos- 
tasy has come. Inasmuch, then, as we have no 
Roman Empire revived and the apostasy is not here, 
and above all, the true Church is still on earth and 
the Body of Christ still forming, the two persons are 
not in power.’’ 


IV 

The following from the pen of W. J. Erdman, 
D. D., of Germantown, Pa., is very clear. He is one 
of the last representatives of that distinguished com- 
pany of Bible expounders among whom the late Dr. 
James H. Brookes was a leader, and which included 
Bishop William R. Nicholson and President W. G. 
Moorehead, Professors Kellogg and Stifler, Doctors 
West, Gordon, Parsons and Pierson, and Evangelists 
Needham and Major Whittle. There were giants in 
those days, and their summer rendezvous was the 
Bible Conference at Niagara, of which Dr. Erdman 
was for years the honoured and efficient secretary. 

Coming to the question, ‘‘Is the Kaiser the Anti- 
christ ?’’ he says, ‘‘No,’’ for the following reasons: 


‘1. Because the ‘ten toes’ or ‘ten horns’ do not 
now exist in Europe, Asia, Africa, and he rises later 
from among the horns and is autocrat over all. 
| **2. No system like the ‘Woman Babylon’ now 
exists, to be upheld by the ‘Beast and ten kings’ for 
a while and then destroyed by them. Papal Rome 
cannot be the ‘Babylon’ now; the Pope, in spite of 
all his claims, is of small account in fact just now. 
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**3. But the Kaiser and the ambitions of Germany 
and the war do give the nations a sample of what 
will come in the days of the ‘beast.’ 

““4. A season of peace will follow this war, in 
which the Lord will give man another trial in re- 
ligion and government; but the outcome will be 
‘Babylon’ and the ‘Beast.’ But I am firm in the 
belief that the Kaiser does not ‘fill the bill’ of the 
Antichrist, whether politically as the ‘ten-horned 
beast,’ or doctrinally as the ‘two horned,’ his min- 
ister and miracle-worker. 

““Wilhelm IT will have to be grayer than he is 
now to see his Antichrist’s day.’’ 


V 
We conclude with a brief paragraph from the Rev. 
Robert Cameron, D. D., of Seattle, Wash., joint 
editor with the Rev. Mark A. Matthews, D. D., of 
Watchword and Truth. 


“* As to the Kaiser,’’ he says, ‘‘T see no difficulty in 
answering that. The Antichrist will be at the head 
of the ten nations; his capital, or rather the center 
of his political movements, will be Babylon rebuilt; 
his religious persecutions will have their center in 
Jerusalem and Palestine. That is perfectly plain. 
Therefore, the Kaiser cannot be the Antichrist. He 
may be, and doubtless is, in some respects, a fore- 
shadowing of what the Antichrist will be.’’ 


Summing up the foregoing, we find that the Kaiser 
is not the Antichrist for the following reasons: 
1. Because the time has not arrived for the Anti- 
christ to appear. 
(a) The people, that is the democracy, are not 
yet in power in the eastern and western por- 
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tions of the Roman Empire. In other 
words, the renewed Roman Empire is not 
yet formed. 
(b) The Apostasy has not yet come to a head. 
(c) The Church has not yet been translated. 

2. The Kaiser is making war against some of the 
very peoples who will give the power to the Anti- 
christ, which contradicts the thought that he could 
be that person. 

3. The Antichrist and the ‘‘Beast,’’ if they be re- 
garded as separate persons, arises in the East and 
not in northern Europe, which precludes the thought 
of the Kaiser being the Antichrist. 
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